
August 2018

Page 1,4
Cowlitz County Fair

Page 2
Winter Festival 2018

Heritage Association 
of the Lower Columbia

Page 3
Where Exhibits and 
Store Collide

Page 4 
Victory Garden 
Update

Page 6
Museum Partners 
with Cowlitz County 
Historic Commission

Page 7
From the Collections 
Room, Summer 2018

Page 8
Calendar of Events

Hoot’n Holler’n Fun at the Cabin 
for the Cowlitz County Fair!

This year the Cowlitz County Fair theme was “Starry Nights and Midway 
Lights!” and the Museum celebrated by decorating the log cabin up in a 
Barn Dance theme! We had hay bales, old time musical instruments, and 
a square dance dress made in Mexico and used at Longview-Kelso dance 
halls in the 50’s. From Wednesday, July 25 to Saturday, July 28 over 1,600 
people visited us at the Bush Family log cabin to join in the fun!

The special highlight this year was the kid’s pie-
eating contest on the first day. Longview’s Flying 
Pig Organic Bakery sponsored the 9-11 year 
old group by donating mini-pies, and Kelso’s 
Frosting the Town Bakery sponsored the 12-

CCHS Board member Dr. Tom Pence ready to wrangle 
up some cattle rustlers!

Museum education 
coordinator Danielle 
Robbins eagerly greeted 
visitors with a smile on 
stilts!

Continued on Page 4
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Historical Society Officers 

Darren Ullmann
 President

Mike Perry
 Vice-President
Karen Pickett
 Secretary
Bud Cockrell
 Treasurer
Maryanne Wainwright        
 Past-President

Board of Directors
Mike Dugaw
Don Fuller
Richard Green
Jonell Kenagy
Frank King
Sue Maxey
Thomas Pence
Chris Skaugset
Kris McElroy Weber

Museum Staff
Joseph Govednik
 Museum Director
Jim Elliott
 Office Manager
Bill Watson
 Collections Curator
Danielle Robbins
 Education & 
 Public Programs Coordinator

MUSEUM HOURS
Tuesday - Saturday
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Phone     (360) 577-3119

E-mail
govednikj@co.cowlitz.wa.us
elliottj@co.cowlitz.wa.us
watsonb@co.cowlitz.wa.us
robbinsd@co.cowlitz.wa.us

Website
www.co.cowlitz.wa.us/museum

The Heritage Association of the Lower Columbia (HALC) is an 
affiliation of over a dozen heritage organizations throughout 
Cowlitz and Wahkiakum Counties. Formed earlier this year at 
the Cowlitz County Historical Museum, the HALC meets four 
times a year.  Association members discuss matters pertaining 
to museums and heritage in our community, explore options for 
partnering, pool resources, and share event calendars.  Providing 
an opportunity to meet periodically face to face gives all heritage 
groups the benefit of staying connected towards our common 
community goals.  Topics covered include collections management, 
volunteer recruitment, policies and procedures, and fundraising to 
name a few.  The next meeting is scheduled at the Port of Kalama 
Interpretive Center September 21.

Heritage Association of the Lower Columbia

Something New for Winter Festival 2018

Winter Festival is moving from Saturday to Sunday! In 2002, 
the Museum’s annual winter kids’ event got a makeover 
from Christmas at the Cabin to Winter Festival – celebrating 
the holidays in countries around the world. Now, we are re-
envisioning the event anew again. Winter Festival will highlight 
holiday traditions with activities, crafts, and much more! The 
Storytellers Network’s and The Lower Columbia Woodcarvers 
will continue sharing their holiday tales and wonderful carvings 
with visitors, but each year will have a little something new at 
the Museum to enjoy!

This year will focus on the holiday tradition of the Nutcracker, 
from the doll to the ballet, and all in between. To celebrate, we 
will have a Nutcracker exhibit on loan from the Nutcracker 
Museum in Leavenworth. Please Note: there will be an assortment 
of open nuts at this event such as walnuts and hazelnuts but there will 
be NO peanuts! So mark your calendars for Sunday, December 
2nd and join the fun at our Winter Festival open house from 
12:00 pm until 4:00 pm. The event is free but children must be 
accompanied by an adult.  Be sure not to miss it!
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Where Exhibits and Store Collide
Our newest exhibit in the 
Museum foyer “Moving 
Forward, Looking Back” 
highlights first women in 
Washington State Government. 
There are several well written 
books in the museum store 
that highlight women in our 
region like Shaping the Public 
Good: Women Making History 
in Pacific Northwest by Sue 
Armitage. Sue explores the 
story of women’s lives from 
the earliest inhabitants to 
yesterday’s newest migrants, 
told in the larger framework of 
the changing Pacific Northwest. 
Another is a pictorial book 
from the Images of America 
series called Notable Women of 
Portland by Tracy J. Prince and 
researcher Zadie Schaffer. The 
pair were inspired by fascinating 
nuggets of Portland history to 
shine more light on women who 
made their mark, fundamentally 
changed the Oregon frontier, 
and helped shape our area 

as it is today. With that 
topic in mind, we also have 
Remarkable Oregon Women: 
Revolutionaries & Visionaries. 
Author Jennifer Chambers tells 
many stories within her book of 
progressive, radical women who 
fought for change within their 
state.  For the younger readers 
we have Womens Sufferage: 
The Struggle for Women’s 
Equity by Lynn Peppas. By 
helping young readers look at 
and analyze primary sources, 
she tells about the endeavors 
that began in the 1800’s and 
continues today around the 
world.

We have many quarterlies 
telling stories of prominent local 
women, for instance the volume 
48 #2 quarterly written in June 
2006 titled Julia Butler Hansen.  
Caroline Wood tells the story 
of Julia’s accomplishments 
including serving as one of 
the most powerful female 

“Moving Forward, Looking Back” on loan from the Washington State 
Secretary of State’s Office.  On display July through mid-September.

legislators in America.  Peace 
Weavers by Candace Wellman 
and The Truth about Sacajawea 
by Kenneth Thomasma, for 
young readers, highlight a 
handful of Native American 
women and their stories in our 
region’s history.

A memorable gift for 
remarkable women in our 
own lives is our Tell Me Your 
Memories books for mom or 
for grandma. She can document 
her experiences from childhood, 
coming of age and well into 
adult years as a fun token to 
pass down through generations 
to look back on. Other items 
include Fascinating First Ladies 
coloring book and novelty 12 
inch rulers: one with “First 
Ladies” and one with “Great 
Women Rulers” imprinted on 
them.  Stop in and check out our 
wide variety of books, toys, and 
gifts in our creatively organized 
museum store.
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Our WWI victory garden in partnership with 
WSU Extension Master Gardeners is really taking 
off!  Corn stalks are 
over nine-feet high, 
tomatoes are plentiful, 
and we are already 
harvesting squash for 
the food bank.  Next 
time you drive by the 
museum on Allen 
Street you will really 
see the difference!  
Our First Thursday 
program for October 
will be about victory 
gardens, home 

Victory Garden Update
production, and harvest during WWI and will 
include discussion of our partnership with WSU 

Master Gardeners.  
This will be our final 
Great War Centennial 
event.  Our temporary 
exhibit, The Great 
War:  A Cowlitz 
County Centennial 
Reflection is scheduled 
to close at the end of 
the year so come by to 
see the exhibit, garden, 
and our poster display 
in the meeting room 
before it’s too late!

16 year old group with a donation of apple 
and berry pies. Kids “faced” the challenge by 
racing to eat pies the fastest without using 
their hands! It was delicious, messy fun for 
everyone, participant and viewer alike! There 
was also butter churning on Thursday morning 
thanks to longtime museum volunteer Mary 

Cowlitz County Fair! (continued from Page 1)

Annual pie-eating contest contestants ready for the 
challenge!

Jo Grochow. And, as always, everyone had a 
great time playing on the stilts and with other 
old fashioned toys and games. Thank you to 
everyone who volunteered at the log cabin to 
help make this year a memorable one!

Instruments on display at the Bush Cabin from the 
museum’s collections were a hit with visitors

“The County Museum offers great educational programming 
that is an asset to our community”
-Cowlitz County Commissioner, Joe Gardner
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GIFT MEMBERSHIP FORM

The Cowlitz County Historical Society was founded in 1949 to discover, preserve, and interpret the 
history of Cowlitz County and Southwest Washington for the public’s education and enjoyment.

THE RECIPIENT OF YOUR GIFT will receive the Cowlitz Historical Quarterly and/
or historical society newsletters and invitations to special Museum events, as well as a 10% 
discount on all items sold in the Museum store as well as a 20% savings on custom printed 
photos from our collection. Our gift members are also eligible for a discounted membership in 
the Washington State Historical Society.

A membership in the Cowlitz County Historical Society makes a great gift! If you would like 
to buy a membership for a friend or family member, please fill in the information below.

YES, I/we would like to support the Cowlitz County Historical Society by becoming a member!

Enclosed is $____________ for the membership category indicated below. (Please check one box)

Give a gift membership to the COWLITZ COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY!

The following include both Quarterly & Newsletter:
☐ Individual Membership ...................................... $35
☐ Family Membership ............................................ $40
☐ Contributing Membership ................................. $75
☐ Business/Benefactor Membership .......$150 - $499
☐ Sponsor Membership .............................$500 - $999
☐ Life Membership ............................. $1,500 & above

The following are subscriptions to 
either the Newsletter or the Quarterly:
☐ Newsletter Subscription .............$20
☐ Cowlitz Historical Quarterly 
     Library Subscription....................$30

Your Name ________________________________________  Phone _______________________  Date ______________

Address  ____________________________________________________  E-mail  ________________________________

Please make checks payable to: Cowlitz County Historical Society • 405 Allen Street • Kelso WA 98626

☐ Check enclosed                             ☐ Visa/Mastercard    Visa/MC # ______________________________________

Amount Enclosed $__________       Exp. Date ___________Signature  ________________________________________

Gift Member’s Name __________________________________________________  Phone ____________________  

Address  ________________________________________________________________________________________

When it is time to renew this gift membership, would you like the renewal notice sent to: ☐ Yourself    ☐Your Gift Member
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Museum Partners with Cowlitz County Historic Commission
The museum collaborated with the Cowlitz County 
Historic Preservation Commission on two site visits 
this summer.  The first was an 1889 log cabin just 
north of Silver Lake.  The cabin, located on private 
property, was used as a residence until recently, 
complete with running water and electricity.  The 
owner has decided to give the cabin 
to another party who will relocate the 
structure and restore to its more accurate 
original condition.  The siding was 
removed to reveal original timbers of this 
unique piece of local history dating back to 
the founding of the State of Washington.  
Another site visit was made to the 
automobile bridge that spans the BNSF 
track at North Pacific Ave.  The bridge, 
built in 1919, has become unstable and will 
be demolished in the near future.  Carved 
into the bridge are nearly a century of hobo 
graffiti (and modern graffiti too), much of 

which dates from the 1920’s to 1950’s.  Mike Wray 
of the Historic Graffiti Society provided great help 
in interpreting the historic markings left by hobos of 
previous decades.  Photographs were taken of both 
the historic log cabin and hobo graffiti as a means of 
preserving a record of these historic structures.  

1889 Cabin surveyed by (L-R) museum curator and historical 
commissioner Bill Watson, museum director Joseph Govednik, and 
historical commissioner Dr. David Rice.

Museum director Joseph Govednik, historical commissioner Harve 
Williamson, and museum curator and historical commissioner 
Bill Watson.

Surveying under the bridge.

Hobo graffiti by “SanFord E. Horseman”, 1926.
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From the Collections Room, Summer 2018
The Museum has received many items since 
our last newsletter went out in February.  The 
call for local school yearbooks missing from our 
collection was rather successful – so far we’ve 
received 1 new Kelso yearbook, 8 from R. A. Long 
High School, 3 from Mark Morris, 6 from Cascade 
Middle School, 5 from Toutle-Lake School, and 
3 from Lower Columbia (Junior) College.  Other 
donations span from the area’s early pre-history 
to recent festival souvenirs.  Here are a couple of 
the more distinct donations.

In the spring, Bob Argle donated his collection 
of photographs of grainart, as well as the 
manuscript about grainart which he began to 
write in the 1970s.  Grainart – a sandblasted 
pattern on wood, meant to show off the wood 
grain as part of the design – was invented in the 
mid-1920s by Seattle artist R. W. Fredrikson.  In 
1927, Long-Bell’s Longview division recruited 
Fredrikson to help start up their own Grainart 
division.  After showing the basics to artists hired 
by Long-Bell, Fredrikson turned the work over to 
them and returned to his Seattle studio.

The donated manuscript details the work of 
Long-Bell’s Grainart Division, its artists and 
employees, and includes interviews with many 
of them or their surviving family members.  It 
further details the lives of the artists and the 

continuation of grainart as an artistic medium 
after the Great Depression forced the closure of 
Long-Bell’s Grainart Division in 1931.  It even 
includes more modern (for the time) grainart 
processes, such as laser etching in the 1980s.  A 
greatly edited down version of this manuscript 
was published in the Fall 1983 (Vol. XXV, No. 3) 
issue of the Cowlitz Historical Quarterly.  The great 
volume of photographs included in this donation 
show many of the Long-Bell patterns heretofore 
seen only in their Grainart catalog.

Another interesting donation that arrived in 
the spring came from Cowlitz County Search 
& Rescue.  At the end of March, a couple S & R 
members brought in two adjustable limb splints 
and a carrying stretcher that they had used 
during rescue operations in the Mt. St. Helens 
blast zone in 1980.  The pieces are made of light-
weight aluminum tubing, and the stretcher is 
lined with chicken wire for support.  Tri-County 
Search and Rescue (as they were known back in 
1980) were among the first rescue personnel to 
look for victims and survivors after the May 18, 
1980 eruption.

We thank all those who have donated items 
to help preserve our history. If you have items 
which could help us tell the stories of Cowlitz 
County, please contact us.



Calendar of Events – Fall/Winter 2018 
September 6th at 7pm and September 7th at noon: “Longview Daily News 1961 Telecast” with 
commentary by Jim Elliott 

October 4th at 7pm: “WWI Victory Garden: Sowing the Seeds of Victory” – WSU Master Gardeners

November 1st at 7pm: “Historical Company Towns of Clatsop County” – Jim Allberg

November 4th from 2pm to 4pm: Cowlitz County Historical Society Annual Meeting with special 
guest speaker George Tsugawa of Woodland

December 2nd from 12pm to 4pm: “Winter Festival” – Free Open House Family Event

January 3th at 7pm: “Staff Picks from the 2018 Collections”

Like Us On Facebook!


