
Western Museum’s Association Conference
This October, 
Museum Director 
Joseph Govednik and 
Education & Public 
Programs Coordinator 
Danielle Robbins 
attended the Western 
Museums Association 
(WMA) Annual 
Meeting which was 
held in Tacoma. 
The WMA’s Annual 
Meeting provides 
museum professionals 
an opportunity 
to exchange ideas 
and best practices, network with 
colleagues, and learn more about 
museums in the Western region, 
as well as nationally. This year 
they helped foster meaningful 
experiences and interactions for 
600 attendees. While Joseph has 
been to many such conferences, 
this was Danielle’s first time at 
WMA. She was able to attend 
thanks to being chosen as a Wanda 
Chin Scholarship recipient. As a 
recipient, she was asked to write a 
blog about her experiences. The full 
post can be viewed at westmuse.
org/blog but here is an exert from 
the blog:

This was my first time at WMA and my 
second museum conference during my 
nine years in the field. At the state level 
conference I attended in 2011, I was very 
much an emerging professional trying to 
find my footing. Now, being on the cusp 
between an emerging professional and 

a mid-career professional, I came full of 
hope to branch out, meet my colleagues, 
and discover, “where do I go from here?” 
while staying firmly rooted in my home 
community. The chances provided 
to network at the conference were 
essential to this. The opening reception, 
networking and affinity luncheons, 
marvelous evening events, and even the 
breaks were all wonderful opportunities 
to engage new acquaintances. I was 
so pleased at how easy it was to 
start conversations with a simple 
introduction. Many of those I met were 
from larger museums, but rather than 
feeling too small in too big of a pond, it 
was uplifting to be surrounded by people 
who genuinely enjoy what they do. 

Both Joseph and Danielle came back 
from the conference invigorated by 
all they had learned and excited to 
share and make the Cowlitz County 
Historical Museum an even better 
resource for our community. 

Happy 

Holidays
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 Secretary
Bud Cockrell
 Treasurer
Maryanne Wainwright        
 Past-President

Board of Directors
Mike Dugaw
Don Fuller
Richard Green
Jonell Kenagy
Frank King
Sue Maxey
Thomas Pence
Chris Skaugset
Kris McElroy Weber

Museum Staff
Joseph Govednik
 Museum Director
Jim Elliott
 Office Manager
Bill Watson
 Collections Curator
Danielle Robbins
 Education & 
 Public Programs Coordinator

MUSEUM HOURS
Tuesday - Saturday
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E-mail
govednikj@co.cowlitz.wa.us
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watsonb@co.cowlitz.wa.us
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Website
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A delightful group of 11 people from 
Longview’s Japanese sister city, Wako, 
visited the museum October 13th.  
Along with their hosting interpreters, 
they enjoyed a couple hours touring 
the exhibits with staff member Jim 
Elliott, and board members Sue 
Maxey and Tom Pence.

Wako Japan Visitors

The museums leaking roof was repaired in October.  The roof was 
overdue for major maintenance and had several areas where leaking 
occurred.  The County Facilities Department put the museum as a 
high priority this year 
and invested $125,000 
towards a new roof!   
We are thankful for 
the County to give the 
museum’s roof a new 
life and better protection 
for our exhibits and 
artifacts within.  Thank 
you Cowlitz County 
and the Facilities 
and Maintenance 
Department for a job 
well done!

New Roof on Museum

New Roof Installation during October. 
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“Tales Beyond the Grave” Cemetery Tour a Great Success
On Saturday, September 22nd, 
the Stella Historical Society, 
the Bunker Hill Cemetery 
Association, and the Cowlitz 
County Historical Society 
presented a tour of the Bunker 
Hill Cemetery, on Bunker Hill 
Road just west of Stella.  Seven 
re-enactors, dressed in costume 
to represent someone buried 
at the cemetery, each gave ten 
to fifteen minute speeches on 
their life and times.  In this 
way, several residents of the 
cemetery were brought back 
to life, if only for an afternoon. 
A special thanks goes out 
to Sharon Weinhold from 
Stella Historical Society for 
organizing this event.

About 130 people attended 
the tours, spread out over 
five groups, a new group 
forming about every half 
hour.  Museum Director Joseph 

Govednik said this 
is a great turnout, 
comparable to 
cemetery tours he 
has participated 
in at Tacoma.  
Museum Curator 
Bill Watson 
participated as a 
living historian, 
and several Board 
members helped 
guide the tours 
at this successful 
collaboration 
between CCHM, 
SHS, and BHCA.

Those taking 
part in the tour 
included:  Harvey 
Williamson, 
who portrayed 
Christian “Fred” 
Struckmeier, Jr., 
and early Stella store owner 

and postmaster; Bill 
Watson, who portrayed 
Rolen C. Smathers, a 
Confederate Civil War 
veteran who moved to 
Stella late in life; Debbie 
Sanders and Delores 
Naglich Snider, who 
portrayed George C. 
Naglich and his wife 
Roza Sudar Naglich 
(respectively), Croatian 
immigrants to the area; 
Barbara Williamson, who 
portrayed Mary Search 
Thompson, a local teacher 
and “egg lady”; Tom 
Huffman, who portrayed 

John Thomas Anderson, a 
World War I veteran and Stella 
logger; and finally Kathleen 
Meschke, who portrayed 
Laura McVicker, who was not 
buried there, but who spoke 
about the people buried in the 
“McVicker plots” (plots bought 
by the funeral home owners 
for the use of families who 
had difficulty making other 
arrangements).

The success of this event has us 
hoping that we can participate 
in another tour in the next 
year.  If you have any interest 
in becoming a re-enactor for 
such a tour, please contact us.

Visitors enjoy some real “living history” at 
Bunker Hill Cemetery

Bill Watson, CCHM Curator, playing the role of 
Rolen C. Smathers
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From the Collections Room, Autumn 2018
The Museum has only 
received a trickle of new 
items since the August 
newsletter.  Several 
photos, some ledgers, 
club scrapbooks, and 
a World War II Red 
Cross knitting pattern 
are some of the more 
notable items we’ve 
gotten in the last few 
months.  One of the 
more curious recent additions, though, is one we 
got at the very end of August.

At that time, a donor brought in a red glass and 
metal contraption full of a clear liquid.  The label 
on it read:  Red Comet Fire Extinguisher.  It was 
shaped like a light bulb, with a metal frame around 
it, a handle for hanging at the top, and a spring-
mounted metal point on the inside of the bottom.  
The donor got it out of an old barn in Castle Rock 
at a farm auction in the 1980s.

A little research revealed that this kind of Red 
Comet fire extinguisher was produced from around 
1890 to around 1910.  Some models were meant 
to be thrown directly at the base of a fire, but this 
model was meant to be hung in warehouses or 
barns.  When a fire broke out below them, it would 
heat the spring in the base, causing it to expand 
and break the glass with the metal point on its end, 
thus releasing its fluid and hopefully dousing the 
fire below.  Some of the bulbs contained salt water, 
but some contained an old fire-fighting chemical 
called carbon tetrachloride, which we now know is 
a hazardous material.  If thrown on a fire, the heat 
can turn it into deadly chlorine gas.

This artifact is a great reminder, not only of the 
hazardous chemicals which used to be handled 
so matter-of-factly, but of the great cost of fires to 
farms and businesses long before rural fire fighting 
services were available, or even possible (due to the 
state of local roads at the time).  Several documents 
in the Museum’s collection pertain to fire insurance 
early locals had, from regional, national, or even 
international insurance companies, and sometimes 

even cooperatives 
formed for mutual 
fire protection, but the 
addition of this early 
fire extinguisher to our 
collection adds a much 
more tangible reminder 
of the lengths people 
went to to protect their 
goods and livestock.

We thank all those who 
have donated items to help preserve our history.  
If you have items which could help us tell the 
stories of Cowlitz County, please contact us.

Red Comet Fire Extinguisher-another artifact that is old, 
but “new” to the museum!

The 2018 annual fund drive runs through 
the end of the year.  Your support to date 
has been very generous and we thank all 
whom have contributed.  These funds, along 
with memberships, are crucial to our core 
programs, such as the in-school “traveling 
trunk program”, exhibit update and 
maintenance costs, imaging and scanning 
work, just to name a few.  If you have not yet 
contributed to our Annual Fund Drive, please 
consider making a gift this holiday season!

Our Annual Fund Drive

The perfect gift for 
the holiday season

GIFT MEMBERSHIPS
Giving a membership to the Cowlitz 
County Historical Society often makes the 
perfect gift. Members receive the Historical 
Quarterly throughout the year along with 
the newsletter, which will keep them up to 
date on events. It’s an enriching gift that 
continues all year!  A Gift Membership Order 
Form is included to the right.
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GIFT MEMBERSHIP FORM

The Cowlitz County Historical Society was founded in 1949 to discover, preserve, and interpret the 
history of Cowlitz County and Southwest Washington for the public’s education and enjoyment.

THE RECIPIENT OF YOUR GIFT will receive the Cowlitz Historical Quarterly and/
or historical society newsletters and invitations to special Museum events, as well as a 10% 
discount on all items sold in the Museum store as well as a 20% savings on custom printed 
photos from our collection. Our gift members are also eligible for a discounted membership in 
the Washington State Historical Society.

A membership in the Cowlitz County Historical Society makes a great gift! If you would like 
to buy a membership for a friend or family member, please fill in the information below.

YES, I/we would like to support the Cowlitz County Historical Society by becoming a member!

Enclosed is $____________ for the membership category indicated below. (Please check one box)

Give a gift membership to the COWLITZ COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY!

The following include both Quarterly & Newsletter:
☐ Individual Membership ...................................... $35
☐ Family Membership ............................................ $40
☐ Contributing Membership ................................. $75
☐ Business/Benefactor Membership .......$150 - $499
☐ Sponsor Membership .............................$500 - $999
☐ Life Membership ............................. $1,500 & above

The following are subscriptions to 
either the Newsletter or the Quarterly:
☐ Newsletter Subscription .............$20
☐ Cowlitz Historical Quarterly 
     Library Subscription....................$30

Your Name ________________________________________  Phone _______________________  Date ______________

Address  ____________________________________________________  E-mail  ________________________________

Please make checks payable to: Cowlitz County Historical Society • 405 Allen Street • Kelso WA 98626

☐ Check enclosed                             ☐ Visa/Mastercard    Visa/MC # ______________________________________

Amount Enclosed $__________       Exp. Date ___________Signature  ________________________________________

Gift Member’s Name __________________________________________________  Phone ____________________  

Address  ________________________________________________________________________________________

When it is time to renew this gift membership, would you like the renewal notice sent to: ☐ Yourself    ☐Your Gift Member
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Museum Hosts Archaeology Month Program
The idea for states to have a period of time to 
highlight archaeology in their area arose in the 
early 1990s.  What began in 1993 as Washington 
Archaeology Week has turned into a full 
celebration of the discipline throughout the 
month of October.  This year, for the first time, 
the Cowlitz County Historical Museum was 
proud to join in on Washington Archaeology 
Month by hosting a presentation by local retired 
archaeologist Dr. David Rice.

On Saturday, October 27th, Dr. Rice, a 
retired Plateau archaeologist and member 
of the Cowlitz County Historic Preservation 
Commission, presented to the public, 
“Highlights of the Archaeological Search for 
Washington’s earliest settlers, and the future 
of our past”.  A review of the environmental 
conditions at the end of the last ice age led into a 
synopsis of the findings from four early sites in 
Washington – Lind Coulee, Marmes Rockshelter, 
the Richey-Roberts Clovis Site, and the Paglieri 
locality.  Some of these sites contain evidence 
of people in the state perhaps more than 15,000 
years ago.  These sites were selected for the 
presentation, in part, to show how methods 
used for survey, excavation, study, and analysis 
have changed over the last 70 years.

Around thirty-five people attended Dr. Rice’s 
lecture, which is comparable turnout to a 
normal First Thursday program at the museum.  
Our event was one of only five in the state 
of Washington listed on the Archaeological 
Institute of America’s website and Washington 
Department of Archaeology and Historic 
Preservation’s calendar, the others being in 
Spokane, Seattle, Packwood, and the Wanapum 
Heritage Center in Grant County.  The response 
to our program was very positive, so we are 
hoping to do another archaeology-based 
program next October.

Dr. David Rice, Archaeologist and Historic Preservation 
Commissioner for Cowltiz County

Museum Store Gift Ideas

Cookbooks – We have a nice selection for the 
cooks on your gift list

2019 Stella Historical Society Calendar – in stock. 

Gift memberships to the Museum. It’s a 
year round gift that includes our Historical 
Quarterlies, newsletters, and 10% off in the 
museum store. Happy Holidays!

Books for HIM
• For craft beer enthusiasts Hop King: Ezera 

Meeker’s Boom Years by Dennis M. Larsen, 
• Logging books include Deadfall by James 

Lemonds or When Logging Was Logging: 100 
Years of Big Timber in Southwest Washington. 

• Check out Hell on Wheels: Wicked Towns along 
the Union Pacific Railroad by Dick Kreck. 

• Woodcarvers might like The Little Book of 
Whittling by Chris Lubkemann.

Books for HER
• The Bridge of the Gods: A Romance of Indian 

Oregon by Fredric Homer Balch. 
• Shaping the Public Good: Women Making 

History in the Pacific Northwest by Sue Armitage
• Peace Weavers by Candace Wellman 
• Creative and crafty folks will like Mason Jar 

Magic: Repurposing your Jars, or
• Things to Make and Do: a Journal, or Origami 

You Can Use by Rick Beech. 
• “Grown-up” girls, check out our considerable 

collection of adult coloring books including 
Color my Heart Happy, Happy Everything, 
Patchwork Patterns, and Color the Pacific 
Northwest. 
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This year, the Museum’s annual Winter Festival 
open house was on the first Sunday in December. 
We highlighted Nutcrackers with a small 
exhibit on loan from the Nutcracker Museum in 
Leavenworth. All things Bavarian and Nutcracker 
were celebrated with the 100+ kids and their 
families who came for all the fun! This was an 
increase in attendance over the past two years!

 Kids made nutcracker ornaments and decorations, 
recipe books, nutcracker paper bag puppets and 
“dancing” ballet finger puppets, and German shoe 
stuffers (instead of stockings stuffers). They played 
nutcracker themed tic-tack-toe, Jenga, memory 
cards, and a bean bag toss into nutcrackers’ 
mouths beautifully painted on a backdrop by 
Kimberlee Manolis. The most popular activity of 
all was when they got to try out different types 
of nut crackers including dolls, mallets, classic 
kitchen handhelds, and spring loaded nutcrackers.  

Nuts and shells flew in all directions as the 
children eagerly tried each method.

In addition to all the fun with crafts and games, 
kids and their families who visited us were 
delighted by John Kriegr, a local musician, 
who played guitar, harmonica, and sang both 
Christmas carols and German songs. The 
Storytellers Network once again came and shared 
their wonderful tales to everyone’s great delight. 
The Lower Columbia Woodcarvers also shared 
with visitors all their wonderful carvings in 
the foyer. Becky Molt lent a mock fireplace as a 
back drop for the storytellers and costumes to 
enrich the experience of visitors. Everyone had 
delightfully wonderful fun! Thank you very 
much to all the volunteers who helped make 
Winter Festival 2018 such a great event for our 
community and a special thanks to Danielle 
Robbins who orchestrated the event! 

Winter Festival 2018



Calendar of Events – Fall/Winter 2019 
January 3rd at 7pm: “Staff Picks from the 2018 Collections”

January 26th from 10am to 5pm: Squatch Fest at Cowlitz County’s Expo Center. Come listen to 
Sasquatch stories at the Pioneer Log Cabin on the Fair Grounds!

February 7th at 7pm “First Thursday program TBD”

Like Us On Facebook!


