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In the mid-1990s, the museum 
began a tradition of celebrating the 

Holidays with a Victorian Christmas 
event which became Christmas at the 
Cabin which in turn became Winter 
Festival. This year we are going back 
to the start of it all by celebrating a 
Victorian Christmas. Many of our 
modern holiday traditions started in 
the Victorian Era and you can learn 

all about it on Sunday, December 8th 
from noon to 4pm at the Museum. 
Winter Festival highlights holiday 
traditions from around the world 
with activities, crafts, and much more! 
The Storytellers Network’s and The 
Lower Columbia Woodcarvers will 
continue sharing their holiday tales 
and wonderful carvings with visitors, 
and Father Christmas, strait out of the 
Victorian era, may even be visiting! 
So mark your calendars for Sunday, 
December 8th and join the fun at our 
Winter Festival open house from 12:00 
pm until 4:00 pm. The event is free 
but children must be accompanied by 
an adult.  Be sure not to miss it!
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Fun at the Cabin for the Cowlitz County Fair!
This year the Cowlitz County Fair theme was “Fun For the 
Whole Herd!” and the Museum celebrated by decorating 
the log cabin up in a Barn theme! We had hay bales, ox 
shoes from an old ox barn at the Brock logging operation in 
Eufaula, a Cowboy hat used by the Kelso Lassie Pep Club 
at the Highlander Festival around 1980, Standard Dairy and 
Highland Dairy milk bottles, chaps that belonged to Newt 
Murrell who brought them to Woodland in the early 1900s, 
and much more. From Wednesday, July 24 to Saturday, July 27 
around 1,600 people visited us at the Bush Family log cabin to 
join in the fun. 

One highlight this year was the kid’s pie-eating contest on 
the first day. Shari’s Bakery sponsored the 12-16 year old 
group with a donation of apple and berry pies. Kids “faced” 
the challenge by racing to eat their pie the fastest without 
using their hands! It was delicious, messy fun for everyone, 
participant and viewer alike! There was also a “What is it?” 
table Wednesday evening thanks to Jerry Kelly, butter churning 
on Thursday morning thanks to Mary Jo Grochow, and a 
Cookie Judging contest Friday afternoon thanks to Shannon 
Sheel of Domestic Arts. Kids made cow, horse, or sheep masks 
to “join the herd” and as always, everyone had a great time 
playing on the stilts and with other old fashioned toys and 
games. Thank you to everyone who volunteered at the log 
cabin to help make this year a memorable one!
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Holiday Shopping and Exhibit Highlights

Our newest exhibit at 
the Museum “Votes for 
Women” celebrates the 100 
year anniversary of the 
19th Amendment, and our 
museum store is celebrating 
too. We have several books 
that highlight women in 
our region such as Shaping 
the Public Good: Women 
Making History in Pacific 
Northwest by Sue Armitage, 
Notable Women of Portland 
by Tracy J. Prince and 
researcher Zadie Schaffer, and 
Remarkable Oregon Women: 
Revolutionaries & Visionaries 
by Jennifer Chambers.  Peace 
Weavers and Interwoven 
Lives by Candace Wellman 
highlight the lives of several 
Native American women who 
helped bridge cultural gaps by 
marring fur traders and other 
early settlers in our region. 
A few of the books we have 
available for younger readers 
are Women’s Suffrage: The 
Struggle for Women’s Equity 
by Lynn Peppas, The Truth 
about Sacajawea by Kenneth 
Thomasma, and a Fascinating 
First Ladies coloring book. 
A novelty item of interest we 
carry are “Rulers of the World” 
- 12 inch rulers on one side and 
noteworthy individuals on the 
other, one with “First Ladies” 
and one with “Great Women 
Rulers” among several styles.

With the holiday season right 
around the corner, it’s time to 
start thinking about gifts for 
friends and family. We have some 
great ideas to get you started! 
Train enthusiast will love Jim 
Fredrickson’s collection of books 
titled Steam to Diesel, Railroad 
Shutterbug, and Railscapes. For 
those who might enjoy a tidbit 
of local history about the beer 
business, we have Hop King: 
Ezera Meeker’s Boom Years 
by Dennis M. Larsen. Football 
fanatics may be interested in 
Chance for Glory by Darin 
Watkins which chronicles the 
untold story of the Washington 
State University football team 
of 1915. If you know someone 
who enjoys fishing, we have a 
complete fishing guide to lakes, 
streams and saltwater called 
Pacific Northwest Fishing 
by Terry Rudnick & Craig 
Schuhmann. For the guy or gal 
who can fix anything, try this 
entertaining manual The Jumbo 
Duct Tape Book: The gigantic 
exhaustive really thick ultra-
informative mother- of- em 
all book by Jim and Tim, the 
duct tape guys. We also have 
an assortment of cookbooks 
to suit all culinary cravings. 
For instance, there’s Cast Iron 
Cooking: Inside & Out, The 
Plank Grilling Cookbook, 
CHOCLATE: 101 recipes, 
Brewed Awakenings for coffee 

lovers, and the Mommy and Me 
cookbook to start little ones in 
the kitten. Out-door enthuses 
will enjoy Hiking Washington 
or Hiking the Columbia River 
Gorge from Falcon Guides. 
Your favorite farmers might 
like The Chicken Keepers 
Journal. Our creative and crafty 
folks can choose between The 
Little Book of Whittling by 
Chris Lubkemann, Origami 
You Can Use by Rick Beech, 
Make your Own Plush Pals by 
Victoria Maderna, or My first 
Knitting Book by Hildegarde 
Deuzo. Be sure to also check out 
our considerable collection of 
adult coloring books including 
Happy Everything and Pacific 
Northwest Nature. Those who 
simple enjoy curling up with 
good stories should check out 
Nightlights: Stories & Essays 
from Northwest Authors 
published by Humanities 
Washington, Potluck by Ana 
Maria Spagna or The Bridge of 
the Gods: A Romance of Indian 
Oregon by Fredric Homer Balch. 
In addition to all these books, we 
have a large selection of toys to 
choose from and much more for 
the whole family. Finally, don’t 
forget about gift memberships 
to the Museum. It’s a gift that 
continues to give all year long 
with our Historical Quarterlies, 
newsletters, and 10% off in the 
museum store. Happy Holidays!
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Washington Archaeology Month at the Museum
This October, in honor of Washington Archaeology 
Month, the museum presented a lecture by 
consulting archaeologist and Cowlitz County 
Historic Preservation Commission member 
Dr. David Rice.  On Saturday, October 19th, 
enthusiasts came to the museum to see Dr. Rice’s 
program, Archaeological Wet Sites of Southwest 
Washington:  A Brief Overview.

Wet Site Archaeology is a fairly new term, and it 
refers to sites that have been continuously or near 
continuously waterlogged so as to prevent oxygen 
from decaying organic material.  This is especially 
important on the Northwest Coast, as in antiquity 
it is estimated that 85 percent of objects here were 
made entirely from wood or other plant materials 
that normally do not survive the ravages of time.

Dr. Rice gave us some 
background on wet sites, 
especially the first one excavated 
in Washington – the Ozette 
village site on the Olympic 
Peninsula – and its importance 
not only to archaeology, but to 
the Makah Tribe and Northwest 
tribes in general.  He also 
touched on the problems of 
preserving artifacts recovered 
from wet sites, showing pictures 
of examples of said artifacts 
in the Burke Museum at the 
University of Washington.

The highlight of the program 
was when slides were shown of 
several sites along the Southwest 
Washington coast where low 
water revealed the remains 
of ancient fish traps.  These 
were tidal fish traps, varying 
in complexity from site to site, 
consisting of rows of stakes 
bound with native-fiber ropes.  
Carbon-14 dates from one site 
showed the fish trap had been 
in use and maintained for about 
400 years, from about 1000 years 
ago to about 600 years ago.

This is the second year in a 
row the Museum has done 
a program for Archaeology 
Month, and we hope to be able 
to do another next year.

Our Votes for Women exhibit is up!  Come see our newest 
temporary exhibit, funded in part by a grant from the 
Washington State Historical Society.  Votes for Women 
highlights local, statewide, and national efforts for universal 
suffrage in Washington and the United States.

Votes for Women!
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From the Collections Room, Autumn 2019
Between exhibits and donations, it has been a 
busy summer and autumn in collections.  Items 
that have come in include:  Junior High and 
High School related items, photos, locally made 
products (or labels/receipts for them), and a 
fingerprinting kit, among others.  Several of these 
new donations are complementary to things we 
already have.

For example, in October, we received a large 
pewter trophy similar to one we currently have 
on display in our Cowlitz Encounters exhibit.  The 
one we have on display, in the Longview section 
of our Community Cubbies, is the 2nd place Civic 
Trophy from Longview’s 1924 Pageant of Progress, 
a four-day celebration they held for the city’s first 
anniversary.  That trophy, which we received in 
2009, is 15 inches high, with no lid or pedestal.

The new trophy was collected by the donor’s 
father-in-law, an early president of the local Rotary 
Club.  One side is inscribed almost the same as 
the other trophy, except it is the 1st Prize, not the 
2nd.  The other side is inscribed, “Kelso-Longview 
Rotary Club / Finest Float”.  The new trophy 

Trophies	for	the	1924	Longview	Pageant	of	Progress	on	display	in	the	Columbia	River	Mercantile	building.		Two	are	now	
in	the	museum’s	collection.	CCHM	1999.0031.1783

is much taller (30 ¾ inches), and also includes 
a wooden pedestal and a lid.  The lid has a bell-
shaped bottom, topped with a “winged victory” 
female figure presenting a laurel crown.

Longview’s Pageant of Progress kicked off on July 
31, 1924, with the formal dedication and opening 
of the Long-Bell Lumber Mill.  Over the next 
several days, thousands of visitors toured the mill 
and the new city.  Speeches were given by R. A. 
Long, J. D. Tennant, Washington Governor Louis 
F. Hart, other representatives in Congress, heads 
of lumber manufacturing organizations, and the 
Reverend Billy Sunday.  Many sports events were 
held, including baseball, a tennis tournament, 
a regatta, and logging sports.  The culmination 
was that Saturday’s “Grand Industrial Parade”, 
which showed off floats from the new city’s many 
organizations.  The best were awarded the trophies 
which the museum now has.

We thank all those who have donated items to help 
us preserve our history.  If you have items which 
could help us tell the stories of Cowlitz County, 
please contact us.



Membership 
Benefits

Members take pride in the knowledge that 
they are the key to the museum’s 

ongoing mission of collecting, preserving, 
and interpreting our history.

Other membership benefits include:

• Subscription to the Cowlitz	Historical	Quarterly

• Receive the Society’s Newsletters

• 10% discount on most items 
  in our Museum Store

• 20% discount on custom printed  photos from 
the collection
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The perfect gift for birthdays 
or the holiday season

GIFT MEMBERSHIPS
Giving a membership to the Cowlitz 
County Historical Society often makes the 
perfect gift. Members receive the Historical 
Quarterly throughout the year along with 
the newsletter, which will keep them up 
to date on events. It’s 
an enriching gift 
that continues 
all year!  A Gift 
Membership 
Order Form is 
included in this 
newsletter.

2019 Annual Fund Drive – 
Status as of November 11th
The Museum’s annual fund drive is off to a strong 
start again this year.  Two weeks into the campaign, 
66 contributors have raised 1/3 of the goal!   Funds 
support critical elements of our core programs 
and our ever expanding collections.  Thank you 
to those who’ve already contributed, and to those 
who are considering their contribution.  Help the 
Museum reach the goal again this year!

WHISTLES
THE STORY OF 

LONGVIEW FIBRE COMPANY

Whistles, written by David Wilma is available for $2195 
at Cowlitz County Historical Museum,  
405 Allen Street in Kelso, WA 98626  •  360-577-3119

Or you can buy the book online at 
www.co.cowlitz.wa.us/museum. 

Cowlitz County Historical Society members’ discount 
price $1975

An 81 year history of  an 
industry which played a 
vital role in shaping the 
community. 

A PERFECT HOLIDAY GIFT!
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GIFT MEMBERSHIP FORM

The Cowlitz County Historical Society was founded in 1949 to discover, preserve, and interpret the 
history of Cowlitz County and Southwest Washington for the public’s education and enjoyment.

THE RECIPIENT OF YOUR GIFT will receive the Cowlitz	Historical	Quarterly and 
historical society newsletters and invitations to special Museum events, as well as a 10% 
discount on all items sold in the Museum store as well as a 20% savings on custom printed 
photos from our collection. Our gift members are also eligible for a discounted membership in 
the Washington State Historical Society.

A membership in the Cowlitz County Historical Society makes a great gift! If you would like 
to buy a membership for a friend or family member, please fill in the information below.

YES, I/we would like to support the Cowlitz County Historical Society by giving a gift membership!

Enclosed is $____________ for the membership category indicated below. (Please check one box)

Give a gift membership to the COWLITZ COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY!

☐ General Membership .................................. $40
☐ Sustaining Membership ............................ $100
☐ Benefactor Membership ............................ $150
☐ Sponsor Membership ................................ $500
☐ Life Membership ..................................... $1,500

Your Name ________________________________________  Phone _______________________  Date ______________

Address  ____________________________________________________  E-mail  ________________________________

Please	make	checks	payable	to:	Cowlitz County Historical Society • 405 Allen Street • Kelso WA 98626

☐ Check enclosed                             ☐ Visa/Mastercard    Visa/MC # ______________________________________

Amount Enclosed $__________       Exp. Date ___________Signature  ________________________________________

Gift Member’s Name __________________________________________________  Phone ____________________  

Address  ________________________________________________________________________________________

When it is time to renew this gift membership, would you like the renewal notice sent to: ☐ Yourself    ☐Your Gift Member

For gift memberships at the Sustaining Lever 
or higher, the recipient will also receive free 
admission to all NARM-affiliated museums, 
Visit http://narmassociation.org 



Calendar of Events – Fall/Winter 2019 
December 8th from 12pm to 4pm: “Winter Festival” – Free Open House Family Event

January 9th at 7pm: “Staff Picks from the 2019 Collections” 

February 6th at 7pm: “Mt. St. Helens” – Alysa Adams , Washington State Parks

March 5th at 7pm: “Women’s Vote” – Lisa Hedgpeth, Longview Public Library

Like Us On Facebook!


