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“Cowlitz Encounters” Exhibit Update

This drawing of the Cowlitz Encounters exhibit is pretty sparse. Imagine it 
filled with objects, photos, maps, text panels, television monitors, sounds, 
smells and, of course, people.

After three years of planning and fundraising, the museum’s new long 
term exhibit is close to becoming a reality. Cowlitz Indian carver Robert 
Harju is completing a cedar canoe that will be delivered to the museum this 
fall. Artists have submitted proposals for a mural featuring a bend in the 
Cowlitz River, Indian village and Hudson Bay Company traders. This will 
be installed behind the canoe to place it in a natural context. For the cabin 
audio theater, the script is being finalized and actors recruited for recording. 
Exhibit cases are being ordered and details finalized for the electronic 
components of the exhibit including the interactive touch table. And many 
other tasks are being addressed as we move forward. Our current plan is 
to begin demolition of the venerable Cowlitz Corridor exhibit in December 
and then proceed with carpeting and construction of exhibit panels. 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to this new exhibit. We are 
close to reaching the $30,000 needed for The Wollenberg Foundation 
matching grant. Less than $8,000 to go! If you have yet to donate, now is the 
perfect time. When the match has been met, the total raised for the exhibit is 
well over $200,000. This, along with contributed services and supplies, will 
be enough to complete the new exhibit that will present our regional history 
in an exciting and engaging way. 
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Historical Society Officers 

Maryanne Wainwright
 President

Mike Dugaw
 Vice-President
Karen Pickett
 Secretary
Bud Cockrell
 Treasurer
Pat Stankevich
 Past-President

Board of Directors
Don Armstrong
Don Fuller
Richard Green
Jonell Kenagy
Frank King
Mary Putka
David Taylor
Darren Ullmann
Kris McElroy Weber

Museum Staff
Dave Freece
 Museum Director
Jim Elliott
 Office Manager
Bill Watson
 Collections Curator
Danielle Robbins
 Education & 
 Public Programs Coordinator

MUSEUM HOURS
Tuesday - Saturday
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Phone     (360) 577-3119

E-mail
freeced@co.cowlitz.wa.us
elliottj@co.cowlitz.wa.us
watsonb@co.cowlitz.wa.us
robbinsd@co.cowlitz.wa.us

Website
www.co.cowlitz.wa.us/museum

Programs
October 1, 7:00 pm Archives Program
For our October 1st First Thursday program, Washington State 
Southwest Regional Archivist Tracy Rebstock and Historical 
Records Project Coordinator Amber Raney will present, “Treasures 
in the State Archives: Records and Their Stories.” When we think 
about the contents of our state archives usually what comes to mind 
are tax, birth and death records. But the archives houses a much 
broader, diverse collection of resources... Come and learn about the 
archives, the collections and the stories they reveal.

November 5, 7:00 pm Long-Bell Film
The newly acquired Long-Bell Lumber Company film will be 
shown for this program. It presents in detail what working at Long-
Bell’s Longview and Ryderwood operations was like in the 1920s.

November 15, 2:00 pm – Annual Meeting of the Cowlitz 
County Historical Society 
Prior to the program, we will start with a short business meeting. 
John Simpson will then present, “A Trunkful of Letters, Part II.”  For 
two years John has been researching a collection of Civil War letters 
discovered in Kelso. Last year his popular program told about the 
origin of the letters, the families and how the collection ended up 
here. This program will be an update with a focus on the military 
and medical lives of the four men in the letters and then relating it 
to modern veteran’s concerns. He will also speak of Kelso’s Civil War 
connection. The public is welcome to attend the annual meeting.

2015 Cowlitz County Fair
This year’s Cowlitz County Fair was celebrated at the Bush family log 
cabin with over 2,000 visitors where, in keeping with this year’s theme 
“Make It, Grow It, Show It”, we showed off the cabin and a variety 
of other things made and grown in our county. We had informative 
displays on making a log cabin, the Kalama Strawberry Festival, 
the local dairy industry, Weyerhaeuser Pres-to-Logs, and “One-Shot 
Wonders” (odd businesses of our county such as the Aerocar). Thank 
you to museum receptionist Leslie Jabusch and student volunteer 
Matthew Studer for researching and helping to make these displays. The 
pie eating contest was a messy delight, as always! A big thanks to the 
generous donations made by Fred Meyer’s bakery and Adena’s Delights 
bakery for the pies kids devoured. The Lower Columbia Woodcarvers 
joined us at the cabin for two days and Mary Jo Grochow made butter 
Saturday morning. Young visitors, and those young at heart, played 
with old fashioned toys and kids made “recycle bugs.” We would like to 
thank everyone who volunteered at the Bush cabin this year. 
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Volunteer Spotlight
The Cowlitz County 
Historical Museum has many 
wonderful volunteers without 
whom we would not be able 
to serve our community as 
we do.  In recognition of all 
they do, the newsletter will 
be highlighting one volunteer 
each issue.  This issue, the 
spotlight falls on Richard 
Choate.

When museum intern 
Louise Choate finished 
her work here, we 
were sad to see her go. 
But early this year we 
were thrilled when her 
brother, Richard Choate, 
started volunteering in 
collections. Richard, who 
is currently going to WSU, 
Vancouver, was looking 
for some volunteer time. 
“Louise said it was fun 
working at the Museum. 

I stayed because it is fun!” 
says Richard. He is currently 
working on scanning and 
cataloging the Jan Fardell 
photo negative collection into 
Past Perfect, the museum’s 
collection management system. 
Given the size of the Fardell 
collection, there is no end 
in sight for the project, but 
Richard says that is one of 
the things he enjoys. “I can 
work at my own pace with no 
pressure. Some days when all 
the negatives are in sheets, I 
can get four or five sections 
done really fast. Other days, 
when all the negatives are 
loose and I have to arrange 
them all by hand, I may only 
get one or two pages done.” 
When asked to estimate 
how many negatives he has 
scanned, Richard could only 
guess, “probably thousands.” 
Of all the pictures, Richard 

likes seeing the beautiful 
landscapes best. He also 
finds looking at 80’s fashion 
amusing. The other thing 
Richard enjoys about the 
museum is seeing the 
fascinating things people 
occasionally bring in 
for the collections. His 
favorite so far has been 
a book of hand-colored 
photos of Pigeon Springs, 
recently gifted to the 
interpretive center at the 
Port of Kalama. The Port 
has kindly allowed the 
Museum to take digital 
scans of the book. The 
fascinating part to Richard 
is the story behind the 
book which involves arson, 
affairs, murder, and lots 
of intrigue. As we at the 
museum are fond of saying, 
you never know what will 
walk in the door here.

Sign your kids up for Wednesday Workshops! 
These fun, creative, and informative programs 
engage kids in learning about history by 
participation in crafts and activities. These free 
classes for elementary school age children are the 
second to last Wednesday of every month from 
3:30 to 5pm. Pre-registration is required; you can 
sign up at the Museum’s front desk or call us at 
360-577-3119. Space for each workshop is limited 
to 20 students and they must be accompanied by 
an adult. NOTE: In the event of a snow day, the 
Wednesday Workshop will be postponed if the 
Kelso Schools are closed; it will be rescheduled 
for the following Wednesday. This year, learn 
about Native Americans across the Country!

Sep. 23 - ‘Arctic & Subarctic Tribes’   

Oct. 21 - ‘Pacific Northwest Tribes’

Nov. 18 - ‘CA, Plateau & Great Basin Tribes’ 

Dec. - No Wednesday Workshop

Jan. 20 - ‘Southwest Tribes’    

Feb. 17 - ‘Great Plains Tribes’

March 23 - ‘Southeast Tribes’    

April 20 - ‘Northeast Tribes’

May 18 - ‘Celebrating Native Americans’

Wednesday Workshops



4

“Talking Service” 
Program for Veterans 
Offered at Museum
The museum is offering a reading and 
discussion program for veterans to reflect 
on their service and the transition to civilian 
life. Veterans will come together over the 
course of six sessions on Wednesdays from 
5:30 - 7:30 pm, October 14 through November 
18 to discuss a variety of readings about 
military service. Each piece of literature from 
Homer’s Iliad to writings from Afghanistan 
veterans will be available in an anthology, 
Standing Down: From Warrior to Civilian. 
The readings will be a jumping off point for 
veterans to reflect on their own experiences 
in the military and returning home. The 
discussions will be facilitated by retired LCC 
instructor Jerry Zimmerman and Iraq War 
Veteran Darren Ullmann.
 
Thanks to support from Humanities 
Washington “Talking Service” is free and 
open to past and present members of the 
Armed Forces with emphasis on post 9/11 
veterans. Participation is limited to 20 with each 
participant receiving a copy of the book. Food 
will also be provided at each session. For more 
information: 

For information and to register: Darren Ullmann 
ullmannd@co.cowlitz.wa.us 
360-560-7161 (text or call)

For information: David Freece freeced@
co.cowlitz.wa.us 360-577-3119

Membership Benefits
Other membership benefits include:

• Subscription to the Cowlitz Historical Quarterly

• Receive the Society’s Newsletters

• 10% discount on most items 
  in our Museum Store

• 20% discount on custom 
printed  photos from the collection

Members take pride in the knowledge that they are the key to the museum’s 
ongoing mission of collecting, preserving, and interpreting our history.
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Winter Festival 2015
Remember when your favorite holiday T.V. specials only came on once a year? 
With the advent of videos and now DVDs, children today have no idea what it 
was like knowing that if you missed your favorite holiday show, you had to wait 
an entire year to see it! Get ready to take a trip down memory lane as this year’s 
Winter Festival at the museum celebrates the 50th anniversary of A 
Charlie Brown Christmas and other holiday T.V. classics. Saturday, 
December 5th our annual, free open house will run from 10:00 am 
until 4:00 pm. The Lower Colombia Woodcarvers will be greeting 
visitors with demonstrations, storytellers will delight kids of all 
ages with holiday tales, and families can participate in crafts, 
activities and recipes. But just like the classic holiday T.V. specials, if 
you miss it, it will be a whole year before we do it again, so be sure 
to join us for all the fun!
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From the Collections Room, Fall 2015
The summer heat is past and our collections 
room is abuzz with activity as usual.  The 
public’s summer cleaning yielded us new 
treasures to behold – donations many and 
varied.  Here are a few of those treasures.

In July, Coprintco, a staple Longview business 
since the 1920s, donated a group of photographs. 
There are a few Aerocar photos, prints of the 
1948 Columbia River (Vanport) flood, Mark 
Morris High School photos from the 1970s, 
Lower Columbia College in the 1960s and 1970s, 
Weyerhaeuser photos, aerial photos from the 
late 1940s, businesses in Kelso and Longview, a 
Jaycee’s raft race on the Cowlitz River at Castle 
Rock, construction of the new St. John’s Hospital 
in the 1960s, and various promotional photos for 
clubs and businesses.  The scope of the collection 
is quite broad, and we are pleased to have it.

In early September, Jeff Wilson brought in five 
film canisters.  Each contained a 16 mm film 
produced for the Long-Bell Lumber Company in 
the late 1920s.  While the museum has acquired 

and shown small snippets of these films before 
in various forms, these are the originals in their 
entirety – altogether around an hour run time. 
We are pleased to premiere these movies at our 
First Thursday program, November 5th at 7 pm.  
Here are some highlights to look forward to:
• A railroad construction camp in the woods 

around Ryderwood, including a track laying 
machine.

• Spar tree topping and rigging.
• Views of Ryderwood, including businesses, 

houses, and the switching yards.
• Ryderwood children playing with a miniature 

steam donkey and rigging.
• Log rolling on Long-Bell’s log pond.
• A full assortment of Long-Bell mill operations, 

from the initial rough cuts to loading into 
ships and railcars.

We thank all those who have donated items to 
preserve our history. If you have an item which 
could help us tell the stories of Cowlitz County, 
please contact us.

Reporters are taking a DUKW, an amphibious vehicle, 
between Kelso and Woodland during the 1948 flood. 
From the Coprintco collection, # 2015.46.7
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Traveling Trunk
For four years now, the 
Museum has offered 
Traveling Trunk programs 
to our local schools and 
we are excited to be going 
into this fifth year with 
such strong support. The 
“Trunk” is a series of power 
point presentations that 
museum educators lead in 
the classroom with hands 
on objects and activities. 
The Traveling Trunk 
Presentations we offer 
are: Suggested 2nd Grade- 
Building Longview (two 
sequential presentations); 
Suggested 3rd Grade- 
Local Native Americans 
(three interconnected but 

separate presentations); 
and Suggested 4th Grade- 
Oregon Trail (three sequential 
presentations). Presentations 
are scheduled on a first 
come - first serve basis, so if 
you are interested in having 
a Trunk in your classroom, 
please consider scheduling 
early by contacting Education 
Coordinator Danielle Robbins 
at robbinsd@co.cowlitz.wa.us 
or call the museum at (360) 
577-3119.  NOTE: Traveling 
Trunks are not available 
the week of Thanksgiving 
through the first week of 
December. Special thanks to 
Kelso Rotary for financial 
support of this program.

2014 Audited 
Financial 

Statement
To help ensure proper 
management of the historical 
society’s funds, the board 
of directors has engaged an 
accounting firm to prepare an 
audited financial statement 
each year. The 2014 audit was 
just completed. If you are 
interested in a copy, please 
contact office manager Jim 
Elliott.

October 
Fund 
Drive

In this photo from the Coprintco collection, Kessler teacher A. J. Dieter is 
working with students to weigh decayed objects and track the weight loss on 
graphs. Can anyone help us identify the students? C. 1950s. # 2015.46.16

Every year since 1989 the 
museum has undertaken 
an annual fund drive in 
May to raise money for 
operations. This year the 
board of directors decided 
to focus the spring appeal 
on the capital campaign 
for the forthcoming 
Cowlitz Encounters 
exhibit and hold off on 
the traditional fund drive 
until the fall. We will soon 
be mailing our request 
for funds for operating 
support to help present 
educational programs, 
care for collections and 
assist researchers. We 
greatly appreciate the 
ongoing financial support 
from our many friends. 
Thank you for considering 
our request.



Calendar of Events – Fall 2015 
October 1st at 7pm: “Treasures in the State 
Archives: Records and Their Stories” presented 
by Tracy Rebstock and Amber Raney

October 14th-November 18th 5:30-7:30pm 
“Talking Service” Veterans Discussion

October 21st at 3:30pm: Wednesday Workshop 
for kids “Pacific Northwest Tribes”

November 5th at 7pm: “Working at Long-Bell: 
A 1920s Film”

Like Us On Facebook!


