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History ConneCtions Around tHe County
Communities in Cowlitz County, as 
well as those just across the river in 
Oregon, have a very rich heritage 
and our stories often intermix. As a 
primary resource for history relevant 
to Cowlitz County we are reaching 
out to other heritage organizations 
to solidify our commitment to 
local history. Maintaining positive 
relationships with other organizations 
in the county will benefit all through 
sharing information and artifacts 
that tell our stories. We are building 
on these common connections with 
our friends in various local heritage 
organizations, including:
• The Stella Historical Society 

– a long-standing, active group 
beautifully telling the stories of this 
early river port community.

• Ryderwood – The Ryderwood 
History Project shares the story 
of Ryderwood from a company 
town to a retirement community. 
Ryderwood has a 95 year direct 
connection with Longview through 
Long-Bell.

• Port of Kalama Interpretive Center 
– located where the Northern 
Pacific RR began construction of 
the first mainline railroad in the 
NW, they do an outstanding job 
of telling this story and how rail 

and early roads connected with the 
rivers for trade and recreation.

• Columbia County Museum 
Association – located in St. Helens 
Oregon, our shared historical 
connections are primarily through 
the N.P. railroad ferry from Kalama, 
and other cross river enterprises 
from Woodland.

• Rainier Oregon Historical 
Museum – the newest member 
of the “historical” family in the 
area. Located on the 3rd floor of 
Rainier City Hall and currently 
open Saturdays 12-4. Our historical 
connections to Rainier are many, 
from dairies and bridges to 
shipping and employment.

• The Lelooska Museum in Ariel, 
WA holds an immense collection 
of artifacts from many regions. 
It is operated by the Lelooska 
Foundation and offers a number of 
programs and classes.

We look forward to continuing 
positive relationships within our 
community and collaborating together 
on appropriate projects. Connections 
with our local heritage organizations 
will benefit all through pooled 
resources and data. As the saying 
goes, “A rising tide raises all ships”. 
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2017  in   revieW
The year 2017 was 
filled with many 
exciting activities at 
the Cowlitz County 
Historical Museum.  We 
opened the year with 
our newly redeveloped 
permanent exhibition, 
Cowlitz	Encounters.  Our 
previous permanent 
exhibits, known as 
Cowlitz	Corridor, was 
over 25 years old.  
Cowlitz	Encounters was 
an endeavor which 
took five years in the 
making, a leap of faith, 
and nearly $250,000 
in investment with 
in-kind support from 
the County.  You will 
be proud of the newly 
installed exhibits, 
designed by highly respected 
exhibits designer Chris Fiala 
Erlich, which have won awards 
both regionally and nationally.  
The Washington Museum 
Association and American 
Association for State and Local 
History have both recognized 
the Cowlitz County Historical 
Museum for elevating the level 
of achievement for local history 
museums.  We are most grateful 
to the over 175 donors who 
participated in fully funding 
this essential component to 
delivering our mission.  Please 
come visit the new exhibit, 
Cowlitz	Encounters!

We had a change in leadership 
this year with David Freece 
retiring after 31 years of service 
to the museum and community.  
Under David’s leadership the 
museum underwent a building 

expansion in 2003 and two major 
permanent exhibit installations in 
1989 and 2016.  Our new Director, 
Joseph Govednik, attests, “It 
is truly an honor to follow in 
David’s footsteps and continue 
our museum on a path forward.” 
So far, Dave has already fulfilled 
one of his retirement “bucket 
list” goals by climbing Mount St. 
Helens with his wife Janet this 
summer. Thank you David for 
your many contributions to the 
Museum and we wish you well 
on your next adventure!

Our popular First Thursday 
programs have offered many 
engaging topics and been well 
attended by our community.  
Among other recent topics, the 
Museum hosted a Reader’s 
Theater about the effects of World 
War I on Washington State which 
included a group reading of 

Museum	Director,	Joseph	Govednik	tries	his	
hands	at	stilt	walking	in	front	of	the	Bush	family	
log	cabin	at	the	Cowlitz	County	Fairgrounds
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2017  in   revieW
historic newspapers followed by 
an interactive discussion. This 
was a Humanities Washington 
program for the 100 year 
anniversary of America’s entry 
into World War I this year. In 
addition to our First Thursday 
programs, the Museum engaged 
1,425 people who joined us at the 
Bush Family log cabin during 
this year’s Cowlitz County Fair. 
Visitors had the opportunity 
to churn butter with Mary Jo 
Grochow, walk on stilts, watch a 
kids’ pie-eating contest (photos 
below), and learn about the 
Monticello Convention and the 
local women’s Soroptimist Club 
as we celebrated 80 individuals 
who have impacted our county. 
Thank you to everyone who 
volunteered at the log cabin 
during Fair!

The Traveling Trunk 
presentations continue to grow 
in popularity. Museum staff and 
volunteers made 76 classroom 
presentations in nine schools 
during the 2016-2017 school year. 
Programs are crafted to meet 
curriculum goals while allowing 
students to enjoy learning about 
our history. Steven, a 4th grader 
at C.V.G. Elementary, gave this 
review after a presentation in 
his classroom: “I thought it was 

really interesting and I learned 
more about what the pioneers 
did.” A 2nd grader studding 
Longview history, also from 
C.V.G., agrees: “I like learning 
about this stuff!” Teachers are 
just as enthusiastic about the 
Traveling Trunk; they have 
described the programs as 
“Wonderful!”, “Well organized 
and engaging”, and “Very 
valuable!” One 4th grade 
teacher at St. Helens Elementary 
commented, “The traveling 
trunk visits help my students to 
genuinely understand what life 
was like on the Oregon Trail.” A 
recently created adult version of 
one of the presentations was so 
well received that museum staff 
were asked to come give a second 
showing for those who missed the 
first. Be sure to keep an eye out 
for news about how this program 
continues to expand.

The collections continue to grow 
with the addition of items that 
help us document our history.  
Lexington Community Club 
papers, R. A. Long High School 
items, stock certificates, maps, 
and matchbook covers were some 
of the objects acquired recently.  
Photographs of celebrations, 
businesses, recreation, 
community events, landscapes 

and school activities will be 
used by researchers and in 
publications and exhibits.  
Several donations added to 
our growing collection of 
Weyerhaeuser papers and 
material.  A selection of our 
collections can now be viewed 
online through the museum’s 
website at:  http://www.
co.cowlitz.wa.us/museum/ .

Our activities and 
accomplishments of the past 
year have been made possible 
in large part by everyone 
from our community and 
beyond who has supported 
our museum over the years.  
Just as a recipe requires 
the right combination of 
ingredients, mixing, and 
cooking, so too does the 
success of the museum relies 
on the right combination of 
staff, volunteers, passion, 
and community support 
to deliver on its mission.  
Your support has made the 
Cowlitz County Historical 
Museum an exemplary 
example of what a county 
museum can achieve and 
provided generations with 
the ability to understand the 
trials and triumphs of the 
people of Cowlitz County.
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From the Collections room, september 2017
Donations of new items have been relatively light 
this summer, allowing us to do some catching up 
on our cataloging backlog.  Nonetheless, several 
new items of interest have come our way in the last 
several months.  Here are a couple of them.

Photography was still pretty rare in Washington 
Territory in 1871 when the Northern Pacific 
Railroad founded the town of Kalama from 
which to build their line to Puget Sound.  To my 
knowledge, there are no photographs of Kalama 
during its tenure as the western headquarters of the 
Northern Pacific, 1871-1875.  This makes the 1871 
illustration of Kalama we received in July all the 
more special.  The illustration, based on a sketch by 
Edmund T. Coleman, was printed in the September 
2, 1871 issue of Frank	Leslie’s	Illustrated	Newspaper, 
a weekly national news magazine that ran from 
1855 to 1922.  The picture shows the dock on the 
Columbia River, and the town in the background, 
less than 4 months after the Northern Pacific 
began laying down tracks.  There are even several 
worker’s tents seen off to one side.  While it may 
not bear the accuracy 
of a photograph, it 
still provides us with 
a view and details of 
early Kalama which 
we did not have 
before.

Another interesting 
item, received at 
the end of June, is 
a program for the 
1953 “Posse Day”, a 
rodeo sponsored by 
the Cowlitz County 
Sheriff’s Posse.  Begun 
in 1947 by Sheriff C. 
W. “Bud” Reynolds (a 
native of Oklahoma), 
the Sheriff’s 
Posse was mostly 
ceremonial, although 
they occasionally 
performed some 

Search and Rescue type duties.  Their “Posse Day” 
rodeo was a chance for the Cowlitz County Sheriff’s 
team to compete against other area teams in various 
horseback events, including team drill, roping and 
racing events.  Also participating were the Clark 
County Sheriff’s Posse, the Multnomah County 
Sheriff’s Posse, the Silver Star Riders of Clark 
County, the Coweeman Ropers, Cowlitz County 
Saddle Club, and the Portland Mounted Posse.  The 
program also lists the 47 members of the Sheriff’s 
Posse in 1953, still led by Sheriff Reynolds.

Come see these and other 
new-to-us donations in our 
New Acquisitions case at 
the museum.
We thank all those who have donated items to 
help preserve our history.  If you have items 
which could help us tell the stories of Cowlitz 
County, please contact us.

Washington	Territory–View	of	Kalama,	on	the	Columbia	River,	from	a	sketch	by	
Edmund	T.	Coleman.
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The holidays are fast approaching and our 
Museum Store is a great place to find something 
uniquely special for both adults and kids. We 
have many local books including Whistles: The 
Story of Longview Fiber Company by David 
Wilma, only sold here at the museum. Several 
new books focus on historical diversity topics 
including women in the Pacific Northwest, 
slavery in Oregon Territory, and the Euro-Native 
communities which resulted from the fur trade. 
Our November First Thursday program will 
feature one of these book when author Candace 
Wellman comes to speak on her new book Peace 
Weavers: Uniting the Salish Coast through 
Cross-Cultural Marriages. A book signing will 
fallow the presentation. As always, we have 
several books on logging and forestry. Our newest 
such book is Money Trees: The Douglas Fir and 
American Forestry, 1900-1944 by Emily K. Brock. 
We’ve a whole slew of new hiking books and, just 
in time for football season, we now have Chance 
for Glory: The innovation and triumph of the 
Washington State 1916 Rose Bowl Team by Darin 
Watkins. We have several new adult coloring 
books, including Color the Pacific Northwest, 
and some matching kid’s coloring books so that 
parents and children can color together.

Our children’s book section is quite large, 
having everything from simple sticker activity 
and coloring books to young reader chapter 
books and with topics ranging from history to 
nature, cooking to cultures. We even have emoji 
stickers! But it’s not just books; we carry classic 
toys including jump-ropes, slide whistles, pin-
ball games, tops, magic drawing slates, wind-up 
robots, and much, much more. Now, brand new to 
the store, we have stuffed animal finger puppets 
from Wildlife Artists. You can take home a 
squirrel, chipmunk, 
skunk, raccoon, 
river otter, deer, 
fox, wolf, black 
bear, grizzly bear, 
and two types 
of seals. These 
lovable critters 
are carefully 
modeled off of 
their real life 
counterparts, 
making them 
great for play 
and learning!

Museum store Full of new Books and toys
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the perfect idea for birthdays 
or other special gifts

Membership 
Benefits

Members take pride in the knowledge that 
they are the key to the museum’s 

ongoing mission of collecting, preserving, 
and interpreting our history.

Other membership benefits include:

• Subscription to the Cowlitz	Historical	Quarterly

• Receive the Society’s Newsletters

• 10% discount on all items 
  in our Museum Store

• 20% discount on custom printed  photos from 
the collection

GiFt MeMBersHiPs
Giving a membership to the Cowlitz 
County Historical Society often makes the 
perfect gift. Members receive the Historical 
Quarterly throughout the year along with 
the newsletter, which will keep them up to 
date on events. It’s an enriching gift that 
continues all year!  A Gift Membership Order 
Form is included to the right.

Winter Festival
Mark your calendars for Saturday, December 
2nd and join the fun at our annual Winter 
Festival open house from 10:00 am until 4:00 
pm. This year we are celebrating Christmas 
in England and Portugal and the Japanese’s 
New Year. Also, in honor of our new museum 
director starting this year, we will be 
comparing what the holidays are like now to 
what they were like 31 years ago when our 
last director started with “The Museum Then 
and Now: 1986 to 2017”. At Winter Festival, 
children enjoy the crafts, activities, and recipe 
books. In addition to all the fun making 
things, kids and their families are delighted by 
the Storytellers Network’s holiday tales and 
The Lower Columbia Woodcarvers sharing 
their wonderful carvings. The event is free but 
children must be accompanied by an adult. Be 
sure not to miss it!

A quick, easy way to help: We need paper 
towel tubes for one of the crafts this year. 
Please consider saving yours and turning 
them into the museum’s front desk by the first 
week of December. Thank you!
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GIFT MEMBERSHIP FORM

The Cowlitz County Historical Society was founded in 1949 to discover, preserve, and interpret the 
history of Cowlitz County and Southwest Washington for the public’s education and enjoyment.

THE RECIPIENT OF YOUR GIFT will receive the Cowlitz	Historical	Quarterly and/
or historical society newsletters and invitations to special Museum events, as well as a 10% 
discount on most items sold in the Museum store. Our gift members are also eligible for a 
discounted membership in the Washington State Historical Society.

A membership in the Cowlitz County Historical Society makes a great gift! If you would like 
to buy a membership for a friend or family member, please fill in the information below.

YES, I/we would like to support the Cowlitz County Historical Society by becoming a member!

Enclosed is $____________ for the membership category indicated below. (Please check one box)

Give a gift membership to the CoWLitZ County HistoriCAL soCiety!

The following include both Quarterly & Newsletter:
☐ Individual Membership ...................................... $35
☐ Family Membership ............................................ $40
☐ Contributing Membership ................................. $75
☐ Business/Benefactor Membership .......$150 - $499
☐ Sponsor Membership .............................$500 - $999
☐ Life Membership ............................. $1,500 & above

The following are subscriptions to 
either the Newsletter or the Quarterly:
☐ Newsletter Subscription .............$20
☐ Cowlitz Historical Quarterly 
     Library Subscription....................$30

Your Name ________________________________________  Phone _______________________  Date ______________

Address  ____________________________________________________  E-mail  ________________________________

Please	make	checks	payable	to:	Cowlitz County Historical Society • 405 Allen Street • Kelso WA 98626

☐ Check enclosed                             ☐ Visa/Mastercard    Visa/MC # ______________________________________

Amount Enclosed $__________       Exp. Date ___________Signature  ________________________________________

Gift Member’s Name __________________________________________________  Phone ____________________  

Address  ________________________________________________________________________________________

When it is time to renew this gift membership, would you like the renewal notice sent to: ☐ Yourself    ☐Your Gift Member



Calendar of events – Fall / Winter 2017-2018
October 5th at 7pm: 
“The Good Game: On the Moral Value of Sports” – Mike VanQuickenborne

November 2nd at 7pm: 
“Peace Weavers: Uniting the Salish Coast through Cross-Cultural Marriages” – Candace Wellman

December 2nd from 10am to 4pm: 
“Winter Festival” – Free Open House Family Event

January 4th at 7pm: 
“Staff Picks from the 2017 Collections” Like Us On Facebook!


