
 

 
 

Traveling Trunk Program 
The Cowlitz County Historical Museum is pleased to offer the Traveling Trunk Program to local 

schools.  This popular program, offered since 2011, brings a combination of presentation, activities, and 

interaction into a school-based history and social studies program.  The Traveling Trunk Program is 

offered free of charge to educational and civic organizations.  Please contact Museum Education 

Coordinator Danielle Robbins to schedule a program for your class at robbinsd@co.cowlitz.wa.us or 

360-577-3119.   

 

Building Longview 
Why Longview and Our City are sequential presentations. A Brief Introduction is supplemental. 

 

 “Why Longview: Choosing the site and getting started” Power Point.  Activities: map 

making, relay game, coloring page.  Museum staff take students through the reasons why the city 

of Longview was needed and the first part of building the city.      

 Approximate time: 60 min 

 

 “Our City: Landmarks and buildings of Longview” Power Point.  Activities: map making, 

old-fashioned toys play time.  Museum staff show students some of the most notable places in 

Longview and compare/contrast “then & now” as the city became our recognizable hometown. 

 Approximate time: 60 min 

 

 “A Brief Introduction to Longview” self-directed learning.  Teacher led activity: Longview: 

The Planed City question & answer worksheet (below).  Read a short introduction with students 

about what makes Longview special and have them answer questions about what was read. This 

can be done as a class or in small groups.  Recommend a group discussion of answers to follow. 

 Approximate time: 15 to 30 min 

 

 

 
Downtown Longview, 1926 
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Longview: The Planned City 

 

If you started your own company to make things, what kind would it be? In 1877, Robert 

Alexander Long started a company with his friend Victor Bell to make lumber. What is lumber and how 

is it used? First a tree is cut down, then it is taken to a sawmill. Next the tree is cut into long boards. This 

is lumber. Finally, the lumber is sold to other people who want to build things out of wood, like houses.  

Mr. R.A. Long’s company helped people build things they needed. If you had your own company, what 

would you name it? Mr. R.A. Long and Mr. Bell named theirs the Long-Bell Lumber Company. 

 

In 1918, Long-Bell needed more trees to cut down to make lumber. They moved to where you 

and I live today because of all the trees here. On one side of the Cowlitz River there was a small town 

called Kelso. On the other side of the river was a big, wet valley with no towns. Long-Bell bought the 

valley and built a sawmill to cut the lumber. At the time, it was the world’s largest lumber mill!  

 

There was one problem. The world’s largest lumber mill needs a lot of people to work in it. 

Kelso was too small for so many people. Kelso was also four miles from the mill. Back then, most 

people did not have cars. Have you ever walked four miles? To do it, you would have to walk around a 

full sized track 16 times. Kelso was too far away to walk to work every day and then walk home every 

night after work. No, the workers needed to live close to the mill in a place where there was enough 

room for everyone. They needed their own city. 

 

In 1923, Mr. R.A. Long had people start building a city for his workers. If you started your own 

city, what would you name it? Mr. R.A. Long named his city Longview. He gave the city a library, a 

high school, and many other gifts. Longview is a planned city. The builders chose where everything 

would go first, then made it. Most cities are not planned. People just build things wherever they want 

and then try to make them fit together later. Longview is very special. 

 

1. Put the letters (A, B, C, D) in the right place on the time line: A. Today, B. Long-Bell moved to find 

more trees, C. Mr. R.A. Long and Mr. Bell started Long-Bell, D. The City of Longview started 

 

1875  1900  1925  1950  1975  2000  2025 

      !   !    !           ! 

 

 

2. What would you name your own city? Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Show the steps of how lumber is made by numbering these 4 pictures in the right order. 

    



Traveling Trunk: Pioneers Bibliography 

 

 

 
Disbrow, Doris. "Roadkill Remembrances" Cowlitz Historical Quarterly Volume55.Number3 (2013): 

pages 4-11. Print. 

Jaspers, Rick. "Independence Day 1968" Cowlitz Historical Quarterly Volume57.Number1 (2015): 

pages 4-42. Print. 

McClelland, John M. Jr. R.A. Long’s Planned City. Longview, WA: Westmedia Co., 1998. Print. 

McClelland, John M. Jr. Longview: The Remarkable Beginnings of a Modern Western City. Portland, 

OR: Binfords & Mort Publishers, 1949. Print. 

 

 

 

 

In fulfillment of state requirements, these presentations and materials from them can be used by 

students as a cited source: 

MLA Speeches, Lectures, or Other Oral Presentations (including Conference Presentations) 

Provide the speaker’s name. Then, give the title of the speech (if any) in quotation marks. Follow with 

the name of the meeting and organization, the location of the occasion, and the date. Use the descriptor 

that appropriately expresses the type of presentation (e.g., Address, Lecture, Reading, Keynote Speech, 

Guest Lecture, Conference Presentation). Remember to use the abbreviation n.p. if the publisher is not 

known; use n.d. if the date is not known. 

Robbins, Danielle. “Why Longview” & “Our City” Traveling Trunk: Building Longview. Cowlitz 

County Historical Museum. School Name, City, WA. Day Month Year. Oral Presentation. 

 


