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NEWSLETTER
405 ALLEN STREET
KELSO, WA 98626 

March 2021

JOIN US!
Cowlitz County Fair
July 21st to July 24th
Squatch Fest
July 30th and 31st

Finding New Ways to Reach Kids
As the world scrambled to find new ways of connecting, something that 
has not changed at the Museum is our love of kids learning. Our Traveling 
Trunks transitioned to online presentations. One of the highlights of 
this has been the ability to use collection items during the presentation 
with a document camera that lets kids get an up-close look at items that 
are normally not on display. After a recent presentation one teacher 
commented, “The staff at the museum do an excellent job! It was great 
to see students answer questions.” To schedule a Traveling Trunk, please 
contact Education Coordinator Danielle Robbins at robbinsd@co.cowlitz.
wa.us or call the museum at (360) 577-3119.

The Cowlitz County Early Learning Coalition is hosting its 3rd annual 
Celebration of Children event from April 12-17th with a kick off on April 
10th, and the Museum is participating. The Celebration of Children is a 
week-long event focused on celebrating early learning, young children, 
their teachers, families, and our community. In lieu of a one-day event like 
in past years, families will be provided with “Grab and Go” bags filled with 
community information 
for parents and fun 
activities for children. The 
bags can be picked up at 
Youth and Family Link 
on April 10th. During 
the Week of the Young 
Child, April 12-17th, 
children and families can 
join the Celebration of 
Children 2021 by posting 
photos, comments, and 
videos to the event 
Facebook page, www.
facebook.com/Celebration 
OfChildrenCowlitz, to 
share with the rest of the 
community while also 
having the chance to win 
giveaway prizes!  Please 
see the insert flier with 
this newsletter for more 
information. Miss Danielle with Nora Govednik, 6, reading a story.
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Historical Society Officers
Nick Fazio
 President

Lee Kessler
 Vice-President

Chris Skaugset
 Secretary
Thomas Pence
 Treasurer
Michael O. Perry        
 Past-President

Board of Directors
 Alyssa Adams
 Robert Chace
 Natalee Corbett
Jonell Day Kenagy

Museum Staff
Joseph Govednik
 Museum Director
Jim Elliott
	 Office	Manager
Bill Watson
 Collections Curator
Danielle Robbins
 Education & 
 Public Programs Coordinator

MUSEUM HOURS
Tuesday-Saturday 10am to 4pm

Phone     (360) 577-3119

E-mail
govednikj@co.cowlitz.wa.us
elliottj@co.cowlitz.wa.us
watsonb@co.cowlitz.wa.us
robbinsd@co.cowlitz.wa.us

Website
www.co.cowlitz.wa.us/museum

For over a year our community 
has endured most difficult 
challenges.   From Covid-19 to 
an America at its most turbulent 
time in two generations we 
witnessed history in the making.  
Fortunately there appears to be 
light at the end of the tunnel and 
I am optimistic for a prosperous, 
active, and engaging 2021 for the 
communities and persons served 
by the Cowlitz County Historical 
Museum.  We are grateful to the 
support of our members and community, and are pleased 
to report that our 2020 Annual Fund Drive nearly matched 
the donations from 2019, and for that we thank you for your 
generosity.  A special thanks goes to outgoing CCHS Board 
President Mike Perry for his leadership during this time. Mike’s 
attention to details and scientific method approach to issues 
made him the right person for this difficult time.  Thank you 
Mike!  While I will miss working with Mike at the helm, I am 
excited about our incoming CCHS Board President, Nick Fazio.  
I have known Nick for several years, first being introduced 
to him through the Cowlitz County Historical Preservation 
Commission.  Nick’s ability to manage numerous concurrent 
projects, easygoing and caring nature, and ambitious work 
ethic has made him a natural successor to this position.  Thank 
you Nick for leading us into a new year.
  
So what does this year look like for us?  As the County and 
State navigate through Phase 3 we are looking forward to 
participating in some of the summer activities that were 
cancelled last year.  The County Fair and Squatch Fest are 
scheduled for this summer, so you can look for our presence 
at these events.  We are hopeful to have on-site public events 
in the fall, to include our popular First Thursday program 
which is currently online through June.  On September 23-27, 
The Wall That Heals, a traveling Vietnam War Memorial, will 
come to Longview, the only Washington State venue in its 
2021 tour.  We have plans to offer supplemental programming 
to accompany this event.  With a gradual return to normalcy 
I’m excited for the opportunities the CCHM may resume in 
community programming and partnerships.

Sincerely yours,
Joseph Govednik, Museum Director, CCHM

Director’s Message
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Hello all, and happy 2021!

As I took a break from spring 
cleaning to compose this 
message, it occurred to me that it 
has been one year since most of 
us experienced significant, if not 
life-altering disruptions to our 
lives as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic. On March 13th, 2020, I 
was in San Diego with a group of 
friends, soaking up the sunshine. 
As news alerts of the impending 
lockdown lit up my phone, I 
remember the feeling of unease 
as I raced back home to my 
family and what would become 
my home office in our spare 
bedroom for the foreseeable 
future. As a history buff, I would 
be remiss if I didn’t acknowledge 
the historic nature of the last year 
and all the health, social, and 
economic impacts it brought.

CCHS President’s Message

   
But, as with all things, change is 
inevitable. Recent developments 
in the news suggest that we 
may be starting to turn a corner. 
While it is still too early to tell, 
I am hopeful that we are on 
the cusp of a return to near-
normal by summer. As the 
museum’s operations ramp up 

from statewide lockdowns and 
the general disorder caused by 
COVID-19, it is not coincidental 
that the Cowlitz County 
Historical Society is taking this 
time to revise and update our 
2015 strategic plan. I will work 
closely with the Board and our 
members to craft a vision for 
the museum that enhances our 
financial security, strengthens 
our community connections, and 
elevates us as both a destination 
and a crucially important civic 
institution.  Regardless of any 
new efforts resulting from this 
reinvigorated strategic planning 
process, the core of what we do 
will not change – preserving and 
celebrating the rich history and 
heritage of Cowlitz County.
Best, 
Nick Fazio, President, CCHS 
Board of Trustees

The Museum is now open and so is our store. We have a wide 
selection of books for both adults and children, coloring books, 
historical and plush toys, die-cast pencil sharpeners, and more. 
Our newest additions are from the Columbia River Reader 
Press. Dispatches from the Discovery Trail by Michael Perry is 
compiled from the popular Columbia River Reader series of the 
same name with new notes and commentary and takes a fresh 
look at the Lewis and Clark Expedition from the layman’s point of 
view. The Tidewater Reach by Robert Pyle and Judy VanderMaten 
is a unique field guide to the lower Columbia in poems and 
pictures. Both books include original woodcut art by Debby Neely 
and come in two editions: a black-and-white paperback edition 
and a boxed signature edition with both color-and-black and white 
images. Also from the Columbia River Reader Press, we carry 
Rex Ziak’s three new books. In Full View takes an up-close look 
at Lewis and Clark’s arrival at the Pacific Ocean, detailing the 
final thirty days of the Expedition’s trek before settling in for the 
long winter, giving the most accurate account of that wind-blown, rain-soaked month. Down and Up is 
a companion fold-out guide map, showing the Expedition’s day by day journey from the Rockies to the 

Museum Store is Open

 (Continued on page 4)
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Museum Grounds Beautification Project
Spring is upon us and volunteers are 
transforming the Museum into a more attractive 
ambassador of our community.  County 
property landscaping is generally cared for 
by the Cowlitz County Jail Work Crew.  The 
Work Crew has been severely limited due 
to Covid-19.  Thankfully volunteers from 
organizations including the Kelso Downtown 
Revitalization Association, Kelso Garden Club, 
Hardy Plant Society, and Master Gardeners  
have been busy pulling weeds, clearing 
overgrowth, and taking loads of waste to the 

Some of our volunteers (L-R) Pam Kumpf, Julie Hodges, 
Sarah Koss, and Michele Waite in front of the museum.

dump.  Led by the cheerful and enthusiastic 
Julie Hodges over 69 combined volunteer 
hours were committed to sprucing-up the 
museum at this writing!  There are more work 
opportunities ahead! If you are interested in 
participating in this project, please contact 
Joseph Govednik at govednikj@co.cowlitz.
wa.us or call the museum at 360-577-3119.    
Come and have some fun in the sun with us!

Museum Director, Joseph Govednik, mowing the 
dandelions out front on a sunny Saturday.

Pacific Ocean and back. Eyewitness to Astoria is a newly 
edited and annotated version of Franchére’s 1820 journal 
Narrative of a Voyage to the Northwest Coast of America in the 
Years 1811, 1812, 1813, and 1814. For young readers interested 
in Lewis and Clark, we have several informative coloring 
books and juvenile books including autographed copies of 
The Truth about Sacajawea by Kenneth Thomasma, which 
gives an entry by entry account of Sacajawea from the 
journals of Lewis and Clark with commentary and synopsis 
of the events the journal entries refer to. We even have Corps 
of Discovery dolls including Meriwether Lewis, William 
Clark, Sacajawea with her baby Jean Baptiste Charbonneau, 
York, and the Newfoundland dog Seaman. Come see for 
yourself all that our store has to offer!

 (Continued from page 3)
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From the Collections Room, Spring 2021
From the Collections Room, Spring 2021
After enduring our second lockdown closure of 
the pandemic, the museum is finally back open to 
the public again, and taking donations.  Since the 
last newsletter we have received:  photos, a lantern 
slide, postcards, some 1930s 4-H scrapbooks, a 
Scottish kilt from an official sister-city visit, and 
bricks and other items from the demolition of the 
old Wallace Elementary School in Kelso.  Instead of 
talking about any of those, however, we would like 
to let our members know about some new research 
being done on items which have been in the 
museum’s collection for years, in some cases more 
than fifty years.

Back in January, a special appointment was made 
for a visit from archaeologist Dr. Dale Croes and 
physical anthropologist Dr. Jim Chatters to look at 
the mammoth bones and teeth in our collection.  
Dr. Croes and Dr. Chatters are part of a team 
trying to assemble evidence for 
the Chehalis River Hypothesis, 
which posits that, as the Chehalis 
River would have been the first 
ice-free inland corridor that 
ancient peoples came across while 
traveling south along the coast, 
the peopling of the Americas 
(south of Alaska) may have 
begun right here in Washington, 
around 15,000 or so years ago.  
They hope to find evidence for 
this by examining the remains of 
mammoth and other now-extinct 
megafauna for signs of human 
butchering, like what was discovered at the Manis 
mastodon site on the Olympic peninsula.

In the museum’s first year, 1953, we were given 
two mammoth leg bones and a rib found during 
I-5 construction on the east side of Rocky Point.  In 
1961, the museum was given a mammoth facial 
bone which was found at the same time as the 
others.  These were on display at the museum’s 
old location in the courthouse annex, along with 
another bone that was thought to be mammoth that 
was found at the mouth of the Toutle River, which 
Dr. Chatters quickly identified as part of the jaw of 

a baleen whale (how did THAT get to the Toutle?).  
The museum added one mammoth tooth to its 
collection in 1991, and two more in 2012.  None of 
these have been on display in at least 35 years.

While Dr. Chatters and Dr. Croes found no evidence 
of human butchery on our mammoth remains, 
their visit was still very interesting.  They were also 
grateful to finally have some remains to look at, as 
they haven’t been able to access other mammoth 
remains in the Burke Museum collection at the 
University of Washington since the pandemic 
started.  We allowed them to take a few small 
samples for dating, so when the results are in they’ll 
let us know about how old the bones and teeth are.  
We hope that sometime in the future we can display 
these ancient treasures again.

We thank all those who have donated items to help 
us preserve our history.  If you have items which 

could help us tell the stories of 
Cowlitz County, please contact us.

Bill and Joseph at the demolition site of Wallace 
Elementary School. We are appreciative of Kelso School 
District Superintendent Mary Beth Tack for granting us 
access to the site.

Researchers working on the mammoth 
fossils in the CCHM collection.  In the 
photo left to right is Dr. Chatters, Dr. 
Rice, and Dr. Croes. 
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Alysa is passionate about interpretation and 
public education.  She earned her Bachelor’s 
Degree in Natural Resource Science with an 
emphasis in Wildlife Ecology from Washington 
State University. Alysa has been with Washington 
State Parks since 2013, eventually taking her to 
Mount St. Helens, where she’s been the Lead 
Parks Interpretive Specialist since the Fall of 2015. 
She’s active with the Northwest Region National 
Association for Interpretation (NAI) and currently 
holds positions as their Elections Chair and 
Workshop Chair. Alysa is a resident in the Castle 
Rock area and is eligible for re-election in 2024.

Robert Chace has been a resident 
of Longview since 1974. Robert 
received his BBA degree from the University of Cincinnati in 1962, 
and was a CPA permitted to practice in the states of Washington, 
Oregon and Ohio.  Robert worked with many firms before starting 
an independent practice. He retired from the practice in 2015, and 
now enjoys family life.  Robert is a member, past President of the 
Board, past Treasurer, Treasurer of the Trustees and has been and 
is an active member of other committees and teams for his church.  
He has served as the President of the Community Home Health/
Hospice Agency, and the Treasurer of its foundation.  Mr. Chace is a 
member of the Longview Rotary Club, and has served as President, 
member of the Board of Directors, and treasurer.  Robert is eligible 
for re-election in 2024.

Alysa Adams

Natalee Corbett

Robert Chace

Natalee was appointed to fulfill an unexpired term on the CCHS 
Board.  She has been the Kelso Public Library Director since 2019 and 
has a BA in History and Master’s in Library and Information Service.  
Natalee is involved with many community organizations including 
Longview-Kelso Early Bird Lions Club, and Washington Digital 
Library Advisory Committee.  Natalee is passionate about history 
and information literacy and loves combining the two to benefit local 
communities. Prior to relocating to Kelso, Natalee lived in Austin, 
Texas and worked at the Wells Branch Community Library as the 
Circulation Manager.  Natalee is eligible for re-election in 2022.

New Board Members
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COLUMBIA ($1,000 and over)
Collins Holding Company
Richard Colf
Cynthia & Stewart Dall
Ken Glibert
Jeff & Chris Gould
John Natt

COWLITZ ($500-$999)
Jim Baker
Bud and Elaine Cockrell
Edgar Cutright
Dan Evans & Sharon Bergman
Bruce and Pat Eyer
Joseph F. Govednik
Don & Clara Lemmons
Arne Mortensen
Tom & Jane Pence
Vernon “Pete” and Karen Pickett
Jim Tweedie

LEWIS ($250-$499)
Lesley Bombardier
Edwin Brown
Travis and Phyllis Cavens
Bob Chace
Sue Piper
Leslie & Barry Dahl
Davis & Associates CPA’s P.S.
Diane Dick
Kris Keough & Mario Forte
David and Janet Freece
John and Joanne Gotshall
Joseph  and Erin Govednik
Tom Gunn
Steve and Ann Hanson
Shirley Heitzmann
Barbara Lewis
Frances and Randy McEwen
Jarl & Kay Opgrande
Vince & Karen Penta
Thomas and Myrna Stecker
Robert & Martha Van Natta

KALAMA ($100-$249)
Gib and Anne Anderson
Jan Anderson
Larry and Veryl Anderson
Malcolm and Mary Jo Anderson
John Boatman
Boatman Family Properties
Wade and Beth Boyd
Lois Brudi-Conrod
Robert & Barbara Danielson
Rick Davey
Barb and Skip Dunlap
David and Pamela Eikrem
Jim & Idie Elliott
Bob and Georgeann Gaston
Sandy & Mike Haas
Robert and Jill Hall
Dean & Claudia Halver
Ted & Marilyn Herold
Jill Johanson
Margaret Connon Johnson
Kathy and David Johnson
Daniel Kerlee & Carol Wollenberg
Sarah Koss
Arne Lund
Don and Diane Manasco
John & Pauly McClelland
Mark & Theresa  McCrady
Laurel Murphy & Edward Phillips
Randall & Gretchen Niemi
Wayne Ostermiller
Michael Perry
Larry and Karen Peterson
William Reade
Mel Nelson & Donna Rolfe
Judy Smith
Randy and Sheli Sweet
Dean and Debra Takko
Blaine Tolby
Edith Uthmann
Mary VanSickle
Thuy Vo
Maryanne Wainwright

Linda Waterman
Wanda Wines
Bob & Susan Wooldridge

TOUTLE (up to $99)
Don & Viivian Ames
Don and Charlotte Armstrong
Harold Baker
Robert Baldwin
Charles and Karen Bergquist
Joanna Boatman
Charles and Dannie Craig
Pat Crimmel
Brian & Terri Davern
Don Denzinger
Richard and Darlene DeRosier
Gayle Frelinger
Betty Gano
Robert Guide
Richard Hallett
David and Nancy Harris
Steve Harvey
Donna Hilton
Alan and Bonnie Howard
Tony and Irene Jeanetta
Linda & David Jennings
Steve and Janet Kann
Bob Koenig
Marie LaFave
Ken Lutz
Dolphine Mack
Susan Maxey
Nancy McCorkle Miller
Mel and Mary Lou Miller
Darcy Mitchem
Russ and Karen Neely
Jim and Glee Pomeroy
Lloyd and Myrna Raff
Rosemary & Mark Siipola
Mr. & Mrs. Stonier
Barbara Sudar
Hope Wale
Jeanne Wertsbaugh Startzman
Ebby Williams

Fund Drive Donors



Calendar of Events – Spring/Summer 2021 
April 1st at 7pm: “What Your Home Says about the World” – Michelle Janning

April 10th: Celebration of Children – Grab and Go bags can be picked up at Youth and 
Family Link; on line activates to follow April 12-17th.

May 6th at 7pm: “Virtual Cemetery Tour” with the CCHM Staff

June 3rd at 7pm: TBA 

July 21st – 24th: Cowlitz County Fair! See you at the Bush Family Log Cabin

July 30th – 31st: Squatch Fest

405 ALLEN STREET
KELSO, WA 98626 
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