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This year the museum will sadly not be hosting our annual Winter Festival, 
but we still have some family fun in store! All through the month of 

December, families can pick 
up free Activity Bags at the 
museum full of holiday crafts, 
coloring pages, and recipes. 
Kids can choose between 
Victorian England, Germany, 
and many other themed bags. 
Just call the museum for curb-
side pick-up. These activity 
bags include not just items from 
CCHM, but also contributions 
from the Children’s Discovery 
Museum, Home Depot, Happy 
Kids Dentistry, Child and 
Adolescent Clinic, Head Start, 
and Progress Center.  Take as 
many as you like home to help 
get into the holiday spirit!

Holiday bags ready for distribution!  

Education Coordinator 
Danielle Robbins 
preparing kids activity 
bags for distribution in 
December. 

Winter Festival Activity Bags for All!

Happy 
Holidays
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Historical Society Officers 

Michael O. Perry
 President

Jonell Day Kenagy
 Vice-President

Chris Skaugset
 Secretary
Thomas Pence
 Treasurer
Darren Ullmann        
 Past-President

Board of Directors
Lee Kessler
Kris McElroy Weber
Nick Fazio

Museum Staff
Joseph Govednik
 Museum Director
Jim Elliott
	 Office	Manager
Bill Watson
 Collections Curator
Danielle Robbins
 Education & 
 Public Programs Coordinator

MUSEUM HOURS
Closed to the public until 
Phase 3.

Phone     (360) 577-3119

E-mail
govednikj@co.cowlitz.wa.us
elliottj@co.cowlitz.wa.us
watsonb@co.cowlitz.wa.us
robbinsd@co.cowlitz.wa.us

Website
www.co.cowlitz.wa.us/museum

The museum’s 
very successful 
Traveling Trunks 
are now available as 
a Zoom or Google 
Meet presentation! 
Presentations fit 
within an allotted 40-
60 minute classroom 
time slot and 
include authentic 
collections items 
displayed using a 
document camera. 
Teachers may choose 
between “Building 
Longview”, “PNW 
Native Fishing”, and 
“Native Uses of Cedar”, with more presentations to come. Anyone 
interested can contact Education Coordinator Danielle Robbins at 
robbinsd@co.cowlitz.wa.us.  

Education Programs Online

Education Coordinator Danielle Robbins 
facilitating a Zoom program with local students.

The Cowlitz 
County Historical 
Museum 
participated in 
a non-partisan 
community event 
commemorating 
the ratification 
of the 19th 
Amendment 
(Universal 
Suffrage) with a 
“static parade” at 
R.A. Long High 
School.  Many organizations 
set up static floats and displays 
for parade attendees with 
information and activities passed 
out to the cars as they drove by.  
This event was sponsored by 
the Cowlitz County League of 
Women Voters, Cowlitz County 
Democrats, and Cowlitz County 

Republicans.  Many dozens of 
cars came by the Museum’s 
display of staff and volunteers 
wearing vintage attire.  Pictured 
are Bill Watson, Maggie Watson, 
and Danielle Robbins.  The 
event was such a success the 
organizers are looking at future 
events for 2021.
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Not too surprisingly, since re-opening to the 
public in September, the Museum has received 
more collections items than it did during our 
five month Covid-19 closure.  In that entire 
time we have received:  photos, magazines, 
buttons, a few books, several maps, a hat, a 
quilt, and a collection of photos, documents 
and phonograph records of 1940s-1950s R. A. 
Long music teacher Roy Bryson.  The new item 
we will feature below, however, concerns more 
recent history.

In late August, while we were still closed to 
the public, the county Auditor’s Office sent 
out an email asking if anyone wanted an 
old elections drop box for their department.  
Maintenance workers were cleaning out a 
storage building and had found the drop 
box tucked away in the back.  Normally the 
Museum is leery about taking such large items, 

From the Collections Room, Autumn 2020
but after recalling that Cowlitz County was 
the first county in Washington to install drop 
boxes for mail-in ballots, Museum Curator Bill 
Watson asked the Director to claim it!

Washington State began to allow voting 
precincts and counties to switch to all mail-
in voting in 2005.  Cowlitz County was an 
early adopter of mail-in voting, in 2006, and 
was the first county in Washington to put out 
drop boxes for people returning their ballots.  
By 2011, 38 of Washington’s 39 counties had 
switched entirely to mail-in voting, so the 
legislature made it official for the whole state.  
In doing so, they required added security 
measures for ballot drop boxes, so the county 
had to do away with the old ones and install 
upgraded boxes.
  
The one Maintenance delivered to us just 

before we re-opened was one 
of the old 2006-2011 drop 
boxes, in pristine condition, 
still with its Cowlitz County 
logos on the sides.  It is 
currently on display near 
our front desk, with the drop 
slot wired shut to ensure 
that no one trying to vote in 
this year’s election would 
accidentally put their ballot 
in it.

We thank all those who have 
donated items to help us 
preserve our history.  If you 
have items which could help 
us tell the stories of Cowlitz 
County, please contact us.The ballot box ready for display!  Museum Curator Bill Watson, Jason Thomas 

with County Facilities, and Museum Education Coordinator Danielle Robbins.
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Volunteer Profile
We are so grateful for our volunteers at the 
museum.  Their efforts have assisted our 
small staff in 
accomplishing great 
feats.  Volunteers 
have staffed our 
front desk, assisted 
with programs 
such as Winterfest, 
programs at the 
Bush Cabin at 
the County Fair, 
serving on our 
Board, collections 
cataloguing, and 
so many other 
ways.  This year has 
impacted all aspects 
of our lives, and 
with the museum 
closures, has 
limited volunteer 
opportunities.  
This issue of our 
newsletter we 
wanted to thank two 
of our volunteers, 
one of whom is 
no longer with us, 
and the other a wealth of knowledge in local 
history and vintage tools. 

Cory Mugass (1932-2019) was a regular 
volunteer with the museum for years.  She 

regularly staffed our front desk on Saturdays 
and was a delight to converse with.  Cory 

was involved with 
many organizations 
including the 
Kelso Highlander 
festival, Sons of 
Norway, Telephone 
Pioneers, and the 
911 Center.  She was 
also very involved 
with many activities 
at her church, 
Immaculate Heart 
of Mary Catholic 
Church in Kelso.  
We are thankfull 
she dedicated her 
Saturdays every 
week to assist 
museum staff with 
museum operations.  
We always wanted 
to profile Cory for 
her outstanding 
contributions to 
the Museum and 
community, however 
those who knew 

her, also knew how modest she was with her 
generosity and loved giving without praise in 
return.  Cory was a pillar in our community 
and we are so fortunate to have known such 
an outstanding woman and citizen. 

Cory was part of the museum’s core volunteers for decades. 
Here she is at “Christmas at the Cabin” in 2001.

We thank everyone who has contributed 
thus far to the Museum’s Annual Fund 
Drive.  The Annual Fund Drive funds 
essential operations and programs at the 

museum.  If you have not done so yet, 
please consider contributing to this year’s 
drive so that we may continue to support 
the Museum’s mission in our community.

ANNUAL FUND DRIVE
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Volunteer Profile
Jerry Kelly is a life member of the Historical 
Society.  He is passionate about local history 
and has spent countless hours scanning old 
high school yearbooks and copies of the 
Cowlitz Historical Quarterly.  He also created 
excel files of all the businesses in Kelso and 
Longview, taking each address back seven 
decades.  His home is nothing short of a 

museum onto itself with literally thousands 
of antique tools, many of which the purpose 
of which has been long forgotten by most.  
This is where Jerry’s “What is It?” are so 
informative and popular presentations.  Jerry 
has demonstrated the obscure, unique, and 
downright bizarre tools of bygone eras to 
many community groups and organizations.  

At the last Cowlitz County Fair, Jerry set 
up his “What is It” table at the Bush Cabin 
which was a huge hit with the visitors.  
We are thankful for the energy and time 
Jerry has committed to local history and 
look forward to seeing what mysterious 
implements he shares with the public next.  

Jerry showing his popular “What is It?” program at the Museum’s Bush Cabin during Cowlitz County Fair.

2011

2019
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The perfect gift for birthdays 
or the holiday season

GIFT MEMBERSHIPS
Giving a membership to the Cowlitz 
County Historical Society often makes the 
perfect gift. Members receive the Historical 
Quarterly throughout the year along with 
the newsletter, which will keep them up 
to date on events. It’s 
an enriching gift 
that continues 
all year!  A Gift 
Membership 
Order Form is 
included in this 
newsletter.

Photo from 
the CCHM archives
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GIFT MEMBERSHIP FORM

The Cowlitz County Historical Society was founded in 1949 to discover, preserve, and interpret the 
history of Cowlitz County and Southwest Washington for the public’s education and enjoyment.

THE RECIPIENT OF YOUR GIFT will receive the Cowlitz Historical Quarterly and 
historical society newsletters and invitations to special Museum events, as well as a 10% 
discount on all items sold in the Museum store as well as a 20% savings on custom printed 
photos from our collection. Our gift members are also eligible for a discounted membership in 
the Washington State Historical Society.

A membership in the Cowlitz County Historical Society makes a great gift! If you would like 
to buy a membership for a friend or family member, please fill in the information below.

YES, I/we would like to support the Cowlitz County Historical Society by giving a gift membership!

Enclosed is $____________ for the membership category indicated below. (Please check one box)

Give a gift membership to the COWLITZ COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY!

☐ General Membership .................................. $40
☐ Sustaining Membership ............................ $100
☐ Benefactor Membership ............................ $150
☐ Sponsor Membership ................................ $500
☐ Life Membership ..................................... $1,500

Your Name ________________________________________  Phone _______________________  Date ______________

Address  ____________________________________________________  E-mail  ________________________________

Please make checks payable to: Cowlitz County Historical Society • 405 Allen Street • Kelso WA 98626

☐ Check enclosed                             ☐ Visa/Mastercard    Visa/MC # ______________________________________

Amount Enclosed $__________       Exp. Date ___________Signature  ________________________________________

Gift Member’s Name __________________________________________________  Phone ____________________  

Address  ________________________________________________________________________________________

When it is time to renew this gift membership, would you like the renewal notice sent to: ☐ Yourself    ☐Your Gift Member

For gift memberships at the Sustaining Lever 
or higher, the recipient will also receive free 
admission to all NARM-affiliated museums, 
Visit http://narmassociation.org 



Calendar of Events – Winter 2020/2021 

December: Winter Festival Activity Bags can be pick up for free at the museum 10am-
4pm, Tuesday-Saturday.  Call the museum at 360-577-3119 and we will bring to your car! 

January 7th: First Thursday at 7pm: “Staff Picks from the 2020 Collection Acquisitions” 
online presentation.

February 4th at 7pm: To be announced.  Online presentation.

Like Us On Facebook!


