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NEWSLETTER
405 ALLEN STREET
KELSO, WA 98626 

July 2021

JOIN US!
Cowlitz County Fair
July 21st to July 24th

Squatch Fest
July 30th and 31st

Nutty Narrows
Book signing
August 20th

Summer Fun is Back On!
Plans to Celebrate Fair, Squatch Fest, and Squirrel Fest This Year
This summer will have no shortage of 
fun events to enjoy. Both the Cowlitz 
County Fair and Squatch Fest are being 
held in July this year while Squirrel 
Fest will be in August, and the Cowlitz 
County Historical Museum can’t wait to 
join in the festivities!

The Fair will be July 21 to July 24 with the 
theme “Boots, Chaps, & Cowboy Hats!” 
The Museum will be participating by 
having the Bush Family Log Cabin open 
for visitors and decked out to celebrate 
with a display on “The Right Hat for the 
Job”. We would love to show you the 
Bush Family log cabin on the northwest 
corner of the fairgrounds, open daily from 
12pm to 7pm during the fair. There will 
be kid’s crafts, historic toys including the 
ever popular stilts, the popular “What is 
It?” table of vintage apparatus, and more!

The following weekend sQuatch Fest 
will be held on July 30th and 31st.  The 
Bush Family log cabin will be open on 
Saturday the 31st for any Bigfoot, or 
Bigfoot enthusiast, who wants to drop 
by for a visit.

Squirrel Fest will be Saturday, August 
21st and the Museum will once again 
have a booth with a “back room oddities” 
display case and kids craft, offering a little 
nutty fun for everyone.

Just as exciting, there is now a children’s 
book on the Nutty Narrow Bridge and 
author Donna Howard will be at the 
Museum on Friday, August 20th for a 
book reading and signing! The open 
house will be from 1:30pm to 2:30pm 
with a squirrel scavenger hunt and 
coloring pages for kids. Donna will read 

Bright-Eyes, Bushy-Tail, and the Nutty 
Narrows Bridge at 1:45pm followed by 
autographing copies of her book which 
can be purchased from the Museum at 
that time.

Check in with our Facebook page for 
updates. We hope to see you there to 
have a great time!
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The Museum is in Schools Once Again
After a year of lessons over Zoom and Google Meet, the Museum 
transitioned back to in-person presentations at several local 
schools. Teachers were, “just very thankful to have the Museum 
back in the classroom.” 

Presentations were modified so objects were shown with 
classroom document cameras instead of being passed around. 
The crafts were also not done during the presentation but 
instead given to teachers who could then modify them to fit their 
classroom’s unique needs. Teachers agreed, “It was wonderful 
to have the art project prepped for our students” and said, 
“Thank you for your flexibility with COVID guidelines!” With 
these changes, Museum staff were able to engage students while 
following COVID safety guidelines. And engage we did!

“We didn’t get any field trips this year so this program was 
great,” pointed out one teacher. “It’s an invaluable opportunity 
for these kids to learn about our local history,” stated another. 
“I’m really impressed with how [Miss Danielle] helped the kids 
find so many connections to their personal experiences. They 
were so engaged and eager to share,” related a third teacher. 
Students shared that, “It was good and funny. I liked the stories” 
and, “I liked how she described things like that really big fish 
[sturgeon].” Overall, “Students were all very excited and engaged 
throughout the program.” The Museum is excited to partner with 
schools again next year!

1:30pm to 2:30pm
Friday, August 20th• Squirrel scavenger hunt

• Coloring pages
• Book reading by the author at 1:45
• Books for purchase available during event
• The author will autograph your copy!

The Cowlitz County Museum is excited to announce:
A NEW CHILDREN’S BOOK ABOUT 

THE NUTTY NARROWS BRIDGE

Children must be accompanies by an adult

Open house at the Cowlitz County Museum  

Featuring the author
Donna Howard
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Hello all, and happy summer! I recently looked 
outside at the digital thermometer and saw 
something shocking – a high temperature of 
nearly 115 degrees Fahrenheit. The record-
breaking temperatures of late June remind me 
that we are living history every single day. In my 
mind, it is incumbent on us to learn the lessons 
that history is teaching us, in this case, how to 
keep ourselves and communities safe during a 
sweltering heat wave.

And, as if there was any doubt by now, summer 
is BACK. Summer happens to be my favorite 
season, and there is no shortage of fun events for 
us to participate in as we celebrate a return to 
near normal. The Cowlitz County Fair, running 
from July 21st to July 24th, is a must-visit. There 
is something about the whirligig lights of the 
carnival rides and the smell of the livestock 
barns that transport me back to my memories of 
growing up in rural New Mexico. The Historical 
Society’s Bush Cabin will be open during the fair 

President’s Message and I hope you’ll 
swing by and visit! 
Other events taking 
place this summer 
include sQuatch Fest 
from July 30th to July 
31st, and on August 
21st, the 10th Annual 
Squirrel Fest – the 
Nuttiest Event in the 
Northwest!

As summer ramps 
up and we all get accustomed to being out 
and about again, I hope you’ll take the chance 
to spend time with friends and loved ones, 
especially kids, who have had it extra rough 
the past year and a half. The Cowlitz County 
Historical Museum is open Tuesday through 
Saturday, 10am to 4pm, and admission is always 
free. We’d love to see you there!

Best, Nick Fazio
 President, CCHS Board of Trustees

This summer brings us some good news.  We are 
looking forward to participating in programs and 
activities this summer which you will read about 
in this newsletter.  Operations around the museum 
have become much more “normal” which gives us 
the opportunity to reflect on how thankful we are 
for the support of our members and community 
to help us brave the storm.  After over a year of 
restrictions and limitations we look back with 
gratitude and humility on the events of the last 15 
months.
  
We are optimistic for an active and engaging 
museum and programming experience for the 
balance of the year.  In addition to our public 
engagement and outreach at summer events such 
as the County Fair, sQuatch Fest, and Squirrel Fest, 
we produced an audio tour up to Mount St. Helens 
which has launched by the time you read this.  This 
also serves as a reminder to come by the museum 
to visit our Memories of a Lost Landscape exhibit 
focusing on Spirit Lake prior to the devastating 

eruption of 1980.  This 
exhibit will come 
down on August 14, 
so come visit for a last 
opportunity to make 
your own “memories 
of a lost landscape” 
before it’s gone.  The 
temporary gallery will 
transition into exhibits 
complimenting The 
Wall That Heals, the 
traveling Vietnam 
War Memorial Wall, which will be at Longview 
Memorial Park from September 23-26.
  
It has filled us with great joy to see our members 
and public coming into the museum on a regular 
basis again.  Thank you for your past and 
continued support of the museum and its mission 
in our community.

Warmest regards, Joseph Govednik
   CCHM Director

Director’s Message
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CCHM Receives Grant for Collections Storage Improvement!
Recently, the 
Washington State 
Legislature approved 
the budget which 
included funding 
for Heritage Capital 
Projects (HCP) 
through a grant 
process.  The Cowlitz 
County Historical 
Museum was 
awarded a HCP grant 
to apply toward 
collections storage 
improvements.  
This grant provides 
partial funding 
to complete this project, with other funds 
matched by the grantee.  A problem common 
to most museums is lack of collections storage, 
which is something the CCHM is not immune. 
One of our largest collections storage rooms, 

know on site as 
“Room 10”, houses 
items including 
bound copies of 
newspapers dating 
over a century old, 
maps, textiles, and 
shoes.  There are also 
hand-carved wood 
duck decoys, part 
of the Museum’s 
sizable collection.  
The HCP supported 
grant project will be 
used to install new 
rolling carriages 
into Room 10 and 

add more storage shelving, which will increase 
storage by about 50% in the room.  The rolling 
carriages will permit collapsing the shelving 
together in Room 10 to eliminate wasted space 
on isles between each shelf.

New Audio Tour to MSH
We are pleased to have launched an audio tour 
up SR-504 to Johnston Ridge Observatory at 
Mount St. Helens.  This audio tour, which was 
funded largely with a Cowlitz County Lodging 
Tax Grant, is available in CD and digital 
download format and is offered free of charge 
to the public.  Please visit our new website at 
www.cowlitzcountyhistory.org for a link to 
download the audio tour and enjoy listing to 

the “Journey to Johnston Ridge” on your next 
visit to Mount St. Helens.  For those who opt for 
the CD version, there will be places to pick up 
and recycle disks at the Museum, Castle Rock 
Visitor Center, Mount St. Helens Visitor Center 
at Seaquest State Park, and a recycle location 
at Johnston Ridge Observatory.  We hope you 
enjoy this new feature to your travels to the 
volcanic monument.
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From the Collections Room, Summer 2021
Since conditions are beginning to 
normalize, donations have been 
coming in steadily.  Items we have 
received since the last newsletter 
include:  photos, slides, a couple 
small paintings, a Mt. St. Helens 
poster, some trophies, a couple 
Long-Bell plates, an abstract of 
title, and an aspirin box from 
Bryant Drug Store in Woodland.  
Before we get to the featured 
artifact, here’s an update from our 
last issue.  We got the first date 
back on the mammoth bones!  
The Rocky Point bones date back 
to around 18,300 years ago, long 
before humans were in the area.  
We’ll see if they can get a date on 
the teeth.

One of the photos we got at the 
end of May appears nondescript 
at first.  It simply looks like a 
group of eleven men standing in 
a row (below).  The back of the 
photo says the men are members 
of the Kelso Eagles, about 1942, 
and lists their names.  From 
left to right are:  Jack Erickson, 
Richard (Dick) Weiderman, Nick 
Reck, George Medlock, Frank 

Saville, Elmer Anderson, Joe 
Mallery, Burney Jacobs, Arthur 
Noseda, Leland Niemela, and Ole 
Plomasen.  With those names and 
the date, though, the photo takes 
on more significance.

Joseph A. (Joe) Mallery was born 
and grew up in the Sandy Bend 
area southwest of Castle Rock.  
After teaching school for a few 
years in his early 20s, he became 
a lawyer and moved up to Pierce 
County, where he became an 
assistant U. S. Attorney.  The 
museum already has some photos 
of him and his family at Sandy 
Bend during his early years.  In 
1942, Mallery decided to run for 
Washington State Supreme Court 
Justice, which he won in the 
general election that November.  
The new photo we got was likely 
from Mallery’s campaign stop in 
Kelso in 1942 (below, right).

Mallery went on to win re-
election several more times, 
before finally retiring from the 
bench in January 1962.  He was 
described as a very conservative 

judge, especially in his later 
years.  Many of his opinions 
were unpopular, especially ones 
that attempted to strike down 
anti-discrimination laws in 
Washington.  A lot of his decisions 
have since been overturned.  He 
died in 1982.

A collection of Justice Mallery’s 
papers have been given to the 
Tacoma branch of the University 
of Washington.  The story of 
his life and time on the bench 
would probably make a good 
Cowlitz Historical Quarterly article, 
if someone wanted to do the 
research and take up that mantle.  
Please contact us if you are 
interested.

We thank all those who have 
donated items to help us preserve 
our history.  If you have items 
which could help us tell the 
stories of Cowlitz County, please 
contact us.
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Museum Store Now Online
The Museum’s new website is now “open for 
business” thanks to our recently added cart 
feature on the store page. Local history books 
purchased on-line from our website at https://
cowlitzcountyhistory.org/ directly help support 
the Museum while making shopping more 
convenient for you. Among the offered titles are 
They Came to Six Rivers: The Story of Cowlitz 
County by Virginia Urrutia, the best broad 
historical introduction to the area, and Cowlitz 
Corridor: Historical River Highway of the Pacific 
Northwest by John M. McClelland, Jr., which 
looks at the history of the area through the leans 
of transportation. Also available are the Columbia 
River Reader Press books Dispatches from the 
Discovery Trail by Michael O. Perry on the Lewis 
and Clark party and The Tidewater Reach: Field 
Guide to the Lower Columbia River in Poems 
and Pictures by Robert Michael Pyle and Judy 
VanderMatem, which is a unique field guide that 
evokes, “a different way of seeing.” Other books 
include Whistles: The Story of the Longview 
Fiber Company, Images of America Series books 

such as Kelso, Longview, Kalama, Castle Rock, 
and more. Looking for something else? Stop by 
the Museum and check out our gift shop to see the 
rest of what we offer including a wide variety of 
books, toys, and gifts for both adults and children.

The perfect gift for birthdays 
or the holiday season

GIFT MEMBERSHIPS
Giving a membership to the Cowlitz 
County Historical Society often makes the 
perfect gift. Members receive the Historical 
Quarterly throughout the year along with 
the newsletter, which will keep them up to 
date on events. It’s 
an enriching gift 
that continues all 
year!  A Gift 
Membership 
Order Form is 
included in this 
newsletter.
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GIFT MEMBERSHIP FORM

The Cowlitz County Historical Society was founded in 1949 to discover, preserve, and interpret the 
history of Cowlitz County and Southwest Washington for the public’s education and enjoyment.

THE RECIPIENT OF YOUR GIFT will receive the Cowlitz Historical Quarterly and 
historical society newsletters and invitations to special Museum events, as well as a 10% 
discount on all items sold in the Museum store as well as a 20% savings on custom printed 
photos from our collection. Our gift members are also eligible for a discounted membership in 
the Washington State Historical Society.

A membership in the Cowlitz County Historical Society makes a great gift! If you would like 
to buy a membership for a friend or family member, please fill in the information below.

YES, I/we would like to support the Cowlitz County Historical Society by giving a gift membership!

Enclosed is $____________ for the membership category indicated below. (Please check one box)

Give a gift membership to the COWLITZ COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY!

☐ General Membership .................................. $40
☐ Sustaining Membership ............................ $100
☐ Benefactor Membership ............................ $150
☐ Sponsor Membership ................................ $500
☐ Life Membership ..................................... $1,500

Your Name ________________________________________  Phone _______________________  Date ______________

Address  ____________________________________________________  E-mail  ________________________________

Please make checks payable to: Cowlitz County Historical Society • 405 Allen Street • Kelso WA 98626

☐ Check enclosed                             ☐ Visa/Mastercard    Visa/MC # ______________________________________

Amount Enclosed $__________       Exp. Date ___________Signature  ________________________________________

Gift Member’s Name __________________________________________________  Phone ____________________  

Address  ________________________________________________________________________________________

When it is time to renew this gift membership, would you like the renewal notice sent to: ☐ Yourself    ☐Your Gift Member

For gift memberships at the Sustaining Level 
or higher, the recipient will also receive free 
admission to all NARM-affiliated museums, 
Visit http://narmassociation.org 



Calendar of Events – Summer 2021 
July 21st-24th 12pm to 7pm: Cowlitz County Fair! See you at the Bush Family Cabin

July 31st 10pm to 3pm: sQuatch Fest! Bush Family Cabin open for visitors

August 20th 1:30pm to 2:30pm: Nutty Narrows Bridge book reading and signing by the author 
Donna Howard at the Museum

August 21st 11am to 5pm: Squirrel Fest! Look for the Museum’s table

September 2nd at 7pm: First Thursday Program, “Hidden Histories: The South Vietnamese Side 
of the Vietnam War” by Dr. Julie Pham. A Humanities Washington program via Zoom

September 23rd-25th: The Wall That Heals at Longview Memorial Park
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