
Page 2
President’s Message

Page 3
Director’s Message

Page 4 
Archaeology Dig

Page 5 
From the Collections 
Room

Page 6
Moving Heavy Metal

TWTH Wrap Up

Page 7
Historical Quarterly 
Supply Update

Summer School 
Programs

Holiday Shopping at 
the Museum

Page 8
Calendar of Events

NEWSLETTER
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November 2021

JOIN US!
Holiday Activity Bags 
drive through pick up

December 3rd

Staff Picks from the 
2021 Collections
January 6th

Olaf to help hand out Holiday Activity Bags!
Olaf is coming to 
the Cowlitz County 
Historical Museum 
to help spread some 
holiday cheer! The 
YMCA is sending 
Olaf over on Friday, 
December 3rd, the 
same day as the City 
of Kelso’s Tree lighting 
event, to be at the 
Museum between 
3pm and 6pm to 
hand out bags with 
holiday cheer.  The 
bags will contain 
crafts, coloring pages, 
recipes, and activities 
to take home for some 
winter fun! Sadly, we 

HappyHolidays
will once again 
not host our 
annual Winter 
Festival, however 
last year’s free 
holiday activity 
bags were a huge 
hit; we gave 
away almost 100 
bags! Just like 
last year, we will 
partner with 
The Children’s 
Discovery 
Museum, so the 
bags will be full 
of hands on treats 
for the kids. 
Curb-side pickup 
of the bags will 
be at the Cowlitz 
County Historical 
Museum located 
at 405 Allen 

Street, Kelso. We ask that you enter 
the Museum parking lot through 
4th Avenue (the one-way going 
downhill) and exit through 5th 
Avenue (the one-way going uphill). 
Olaf will be ready to hand out bags 
in the parking lot!
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Hello All, and Happy Holidays!

It is November, and the rain has 
returned. For those of us originally 
from sunnier climes, a soggy, gray, and 
dreary outlook may coincide with the 
returning rain as well. Considering 
that, 20 months later, our communities 
are still grappling with the disruption 
caused by COVID-19, I am reminded 
that history happens when people 
draw deeply from wells of fortitude 
and persevere. This condition is plainly 
illustrated in the Fall 2021 issue of the 
Cowlitz Historical Quarterly. Author Virginia Urrutia’s retelling of 
rural postal delivery in “The Mail Got Through Most of the Time” is 
a fascinating window into the perseverance of early mail carriers in 
Washington Territory. Museum membership is a great way to ensure 
that the Cowlitz Historical Quarterly can continue to deliver topics 
of local interest, straight to your mailbox.
   
And yet, despite the winter deluge, and considering the season, I 
must acknowledge the upcoming holidays. Hark! How they buoy 
my spirits!

My dad, who was generally a great person anyway, was always 
more tender, thoughtful, and forgiving during this time of year – an 
effort that I endeavor to carry on in his absence. For many of us, 
the various holidays over the next couple of months offer a time to 
express gratitude, to connect, to cherish, and hopefully, participate in 
the making of history. If you need a fun winter activity, the Cowlitz 
County Historical Museum is open Tuesday through Saturday, 10am 
to 4pm, and admission is always free.
 
The New Year especially will bring with it, a sense of renewed 
purpose and yes, fortitude. So take a cup of kindness friends, and in 
the words of Tiny Tim - God bless Us, Every One!

Best, Nick Fazio, President,  CCHS Board of Trustees

President’s Message

ANNUAL FUND DRIVE
We are so grateful for all who have given to our Annual Fund Drive 
thus far this year.  If you have not yet responded to our appeal, please 
consider the Museum in your annual giving this year to support the 
impactful programming and historical stewardship we provide to 
our community.  Thank you for your consideration and support.
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Hello Friends,

As we head into the Holidays we reflect upon 
another unusual year. This year has brought 
more hope with initial declines of Covid 
and general relaxation of restrictions as we 
headed into a summer summed up by our last 
newsletter’s headline of “Summer Fun is Back 
On!”.  We participated in the Cowlitz County Fair, 
Squirrelfest, and sQuatchfest.  Most of these events 
were cancelled in 2020 so participating after a two 

year hiatus was a 
welcome experience.  
Cleaning out the Bush 
Cabin was an extra-
special experience 
after its over 18 
month dormancy. We 
are so grateful to all 
the volunteers who 
helped make these 
events a success.  The 
face to face (and mask 
to mask) interactions 
we had with the 
public this year were 
reinvigorating to 
the museum staff 
who missed the 
opportunities for in-

person community engagement the previous year.  
Situations changed later in the summer as more 
concerns regarding public health returned and 
our hopes to reintroduce public programming at 
the museum were put on hold.  This did not stop 
us from continuing to support local heritage.  We 

Director’s Message
hosted a Humanities 
Washington 
program via Zoom 
in September that 
had our largest 
online presence 
yet illustrating the 
power of virtual 
programming 
and its reach to 
audiences beyond 
our region and State.  
In late summer we 
assisted with in an 
archaeological site 
and most recently received items left at The Wall 
That Heals.  We continue to look forward to the 
new year and new opportunities for the museum 
and can’t do this without your support.  In time 
we will resume on-site events and look forward 
to visiting again in person with our friends and 
supporters.  We are so grateful for the continued 
support of our membership, donors, and 
volunteers over these nearly two years of “business 
as un-usual”.  We couldn’t deliver the museum’s 
mission of community service and historical 
preservation without your support.  Thank you 
and have a safe, healthy, and happy Holiday 
Season!

Happy Holidays!

Joseph Govednik, Director
Cowlitz County Historical Museum

Jerry	and	Huong	Kelly	at	the	popular	“What	is	It?”	
table	during	fair	at	the	Bush	CabinDanielle	staffing	the	booth	during	Squirrel	Fest

Danielle	ready	to	clean	the	Bush	
Cabin	after	it’s	longer	than	
usual	slumber	from	activities.



4

Museum staff participate in Archaeology Dig
Early this year, as part of a State Environmental 
Policy Act (SEPA) review, County Building and 
Planning flagged a proposed development at 
Silver Lake as potentially having archaeological 
material.  The developer hired Antiquity 
Consulting, a Cultural Resource Management 
(CRM) firm out of Olympia, to survey the site, 
which they did in late May.  Through surface 
finds and shovel probes (test pits) it was 
determined that the site was likely a pre-contact 
tool-making campsite for people on their way 
from their river villages up into the mountains 
for the berry season.
The museum was contacted as part of putting 
together the preliminary report for the state 
Department of Archaeology and Historic 
Preservation (DAHP).  The report was 
requesting further investigation through a 
more complete excavation, and they needed 
to designate a repository for the excavated 
materials.  We gladly accepted receiving 
this material, then asked if we could 
offer assistance on the dig itself as both 
the Museum’s Curator, Bill Watson, and 
Director, Joseph Govednik possessed 
archaeological field experience.  Beth 
Mathews, lead Archaeologist for 
Antiquity Consulting, said that that 
would be very helpful.
The dig began on August 30th and we 
were joined by Dr. David Rice, a retired 
Archaeologist who lives locally and is 
also on the Cowlitz County Historic 
Preservation Commission.  Dr. Rice was 
a welcome addition to the team with his 
regional archaeological expertise.  Several 
graduate students also assisted with the 
project.
The site sits atop the Mt. St. Helens 
lahar that formed Silver Lake between 
2,900 and 2,500 years ago, so the site is 
no older than that.  The area had been 
logged three times in the last 120 years, 
most recently just a few years ago.  As 
such the ground was very disturbed with 
sporadic vegetation cover, and there 

was lithic debitage (flakes from making stone 
tools) visible in places on the surface, which the 
survey in May had missed.  Many additional 
shovel probes revealed three areas of the site 
with higher concentrations of debitage.  Seven 1 
x 1 meter squares were excavated among those 
three locations.  Unfortunately, the stratigraphy 
did not reveal much of an occupation layer.  It is 
possible that historic logging activity obscured 
or obliterated much of the natural stratigraphy.
Not many full or partial tools were found; 
probably 95% of what was found was the 
aforementioned debitage.  There were a few 
pieces of possible bone tools and two pieces of 
ochre (natural clay with strong coloring, usually 
red, orange, or yellow), and several cores from 
which stone tools were broken off.  We eagerly 
await the analysis of what was found.  The 
collection should be coming to the museum in 
the next 6-8 months.
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From the Collections Room, Autumn 2021
A busy summer has come 
and gone, and now things are 
slowing down with the coming 
of autumn.  Since the last 
newsletter we have received:  a 
few photos, a poll tax receipt, 
a 1940s radio, the Purple Heart 
awarded to a local man killed 
in World War II, a 1901 Kalama 
commencement program, two 
inventions of a local inventor, 
and a stenograph machine used 
in Cowlitz County courts.  One 
more item, which we got in 
mid-June, gave us a small piece 
of local transportation history.

Bus tokens have 
been around for 
quite a while.  
They were 
usually offered 
at a discount 
to the regular one-time fare, 
so were popular with frequent 
riders.  Many years ago the 
museum acquired several rolls 
of bus tokens from Longview’s 
first bus service, the Longview 
Public Service Company, which, 
like many early Longview 
utilities, was a subsidiary of the 
Long-Bell Lumber Company.  
It was started in 1924 and ran 
until November 1954.

In June, we 
recieved a 
donation of a 
bus token from 
a company I had 
not heard of, the 
Longview-Kelso 
Bus Company.  Looking in the 
old Polk’s City Directories, I 
only found that company listed 

between 1959 and 1965.  Diving 
deeper into old newspapers, the 
story became a lot longer and 
more complicated.

The Longview Public Service 
Company had been losing 
money and ridership since 
1947, as more and more people 
were buying automobiles.  By 
1954, Long-Bell had determined 
to get out of the bus business 
and sell off the buses and 
equipment.  Service was set to 
be discontinued on November 
19th, 1954.  The week before that 
was to happen, a buyer emerged 
to salvage the community’s 
bus service.  Ben Lillebo, of 
Kelso, bought the twelve buses 
and equipment, formed the 
Longview-Kelso Bus Company, 
and continued service as 
normal.  Between 1961 and 1965, 
the regular bus fare was 25 cents 
or five tokens for $1.

By 1965, after many cost-
cutting measures, including 
going down to five buses, 
the company was still in the 
red.  Lillebo, himself, was 
able to stay afloat because of 
his other business ventures, 
but he was ready to get rid 
of the bus company.  In July 
of 1965, he sold the company 
to Glenn Chambers, who ran 
two convenience stores in 
Longview.  Despite rate hikes 
(going up to 35 cents or four 
tokens for $1.25 by March 1967) 
and going down to three buses, 
Chambers was also soon in over 
his head.  Several times during 
his ownership he threatened 

to entirely shut down service 
if the city of Longview didn’t 
either subsidize or buy out the 
company.

Service was set to end once 
again in July 1969 when Les 
and Verone Stiebritz bought the 
company’s two remaining buses 
to keep them going.  Verone had 
been a substitute driver for the 
company for a few years, and 
her husband Les was a retired 
Weyerhaeuser worker.  The 
two of them took over driving, 
themselves, to cut expenses.  It 
was still not enough to make 
it profitable.  Every time they 
thought about shutting down, 
the newspaper was flooded with 
cries of how badly bus service 
was needed in the community.  
In June 1975, the Stiebritzs 
decided they needed a vacation 
and time to fix up their buses, 
so they stopped service for six 
weeks.  When they returned 
in August, they discovered 
that in their absence the City 
of Longview had started their 
own public bus service with 
three buses they had leased.  
After a month of competing 
bus services driving nearly the 
same routes at the same times, 
Longview finally decided to 
buy out the Stiebritzs, and the 
Longview-Kelso Bus Company 
was no more.

We thank all those who have 
donated items to help us 
preserve our history.  If you 
have items which could help 
us tell the stories of Cowlitz 
County, please contact us.
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Moving Heavy Metal

TWTH Wrap Up

Two of the museum’s largest artifacts are now 
mobile with the addition of rolling dollies, 
some thick sheet metal, and a little muscle.  The 
KOMO 4 car was lifted onto vehicle dollies with 
the help of volunteer Rick Johnson.  The 4,000 
pound car now rolls with ease and permits the 

The museum received items left at The Wall That 
Heals during its 2021 tour which included a four-
day stop in Longview.  The traveling Vietnam 
War Memorial was an impressive presence at 
Longview Memorial Park to the many whom 
visited.  Like the memorial in Washington D.C., 
this traveling memorial is a place where items in 
tribute to those lost during the Vietnam War are 
left by friends and family.  The museum collected 
these items to preserve and honor those who 
were lost during the conflict.  Some of the items 
included photos, notes, flowers, artwork, a shirt, 
and about 184 American flags.  Local museums 
or historical societies typically gather these 
personal items for later preservation.

front entry 
to become 
a multi-use 
space again.  
Additionally, 
the antique 
printing press 
from The 
Kelsonian 
Newspaper 
moved for the 
first time in 
many years 
with the help of a sheet metal brace courtesy of 
Paul Baron and S&R Sheet Metal, Inc of Kelso.  
This piece now makes the heavy printing press 
move with the aid of a pallet jack.  Thank you 
Rick and Paul for your help getting these heavy 
pieces mobile.
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Historical 
Quarterly Supply 

Update

Summer School Programs

Have you ever wanted to 
purchase one of our back-
stock issues of the Cowlitz 
Historical Quarterly, only 
to be disappointed finding 
the issue was out of stock?  
We have some good news!  
We can now print most of 
our previously unavailable 
issues of the CHQ in-house.  
The cost for the in-house 
printed copies are $7.50/
copy.  Now you can fill in 
the blanks in your collection 
with previously out of stock 
copies, including the near 
instantly sold-out Rock 
‘n’ Roll’s Roots in Cowlitz 
County special extended 
issue from last summer!  
Please let us know if there are 
any issues you are looking 
for, and we can find back 
stock inventory or print 
out-of-stock inventory to 
complete your collection.  Just 
call the museum at 360-577-
3119 and we are happy to 
assist.

This summer, the museum was busy with summer school programs in 
both Kelso and Castle Rock elementary and middle schools. Some of the 
presentations given, especially at the middle school level, where the same 
as those presented during the school year for students who missed out. 
However, most were a more activity based presentation which examined 
pioneer life through the leans of work vs. play, making the Summer 
Program about movement and fun, while still learning. Comments from 
the Kelso school district emphasized, “One of our big goals is we don’t 
want Summer School to look like just another day at school. We are seeking 
out dynamic, interactive educational opportunities for our Elementary 
and Middle School students that will get them excited about learning 
and returning the next morning.” Teachers seemed to agree that that is 
what they got! Teachers comments included:  “Students were completely 
engaged and loved the hand-on activities. Loved that they can take a craft 
home.”, “Wonderful! These children had no previous experiences with 
artifacts; hands-on makes a huge difference in increasing understanding.”, 
“It was great seeing a student feel the wool dress and how scratchy it was 
compared to his Under Armor 
shirt.” and, “Loved the hands-on 
experience. All the students were 
engaged & trying different things.” 
Students said, “I loved playing tag 
and learning about their [pioneer] 
lives.” Altogether, the museum 
reached as many students during 
the two moths of summer as we 
reached during the entirety of the 
2020-2021 school year! Anyone 
interested in a presentation for the 2021-2022 school year, either remotely 
or in person, may contact Education Coordinator Danielle Robbins at 
robbinsd@co.cowlitz.wa.us.
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Holiday Shopping at the Museum
The museum store can be a great place to find gifts for hard to buy loved 
ones in your life. Beyond local history, we have books on logging, trains, 
Lewis & Clark, Sasquatch, cookbooks, local hiking, geology, nature and 
much more. Many of these subjects can also be found in our Historical 
Quarterly which has been published since 1959. The store has recently been 
reorganized to give greater accessibility to copies of all available Quarterlies. 
A binder with a subject index allow visitors to search for topics of interest 
in the Quarterlies which now have their own section in the store organized 
by year of publication. In addition, we have a nice selection of both adult 
and children’s coloring books as well as historical toys and children’s 
educational books. Great stocking stuffers include magnets, bookmarks, 
and the highly popular die-cast pencil sharpeners. One of our most exciting 
new books in the store is “Bright Eyes, Bushy Tail, and the Nutty Narrows 
Bridge” by Donna Howard, a new children’s book about our own local 
squirrel bridge! We even have squirrel and chipmunk dolls and finger 
puppets so children can have a new friend to read their book with. Finally, 
don’t forget about gift memberships to the Historical Society. It’s a gift that 
continues to give all year long with our newsletters, the new editions of the 
Historical Quarterlies, and 10% off in the museum store. Happy Holidays! 
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CALENDAR
Calendar of Events – Winter 2021/2022 

December 3rd from 3-6pm: Winter Festival Activity Bags drive through pick up

January 6th at 7pm: “Staff Picks from the 2021 Collections” 

February 3rd at 7pm: To be announced

March 3rd at 7pm: To be announced Like Us On Facebook!


