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NEWSLETTER
405 ALLEN STREET
KELSO, WA 98626 

November 2022

A Cowlitz County Christmas 
at Winter Festival 2022

Winter Festival is back on! After 
two years of cancelling the beloved 
holiday event, the Museum is 
thrilled to host our annual winter 
festival once again. Join us on 
Sunday, December 4th from 
noon to 4pm at the Museum as 
we celebrate Christmas in Cowlitz 
County throughout the eras. 
Whether it is pioneer thaumatropes, 
hippie tie-dye, 
or modern 
toy crazes, 
kids around 
here have 
always loved 
Christmas. 
Join us as we 
use crafts and 
games to learn 

about favorite gifts and holiday 
activities from Christmases past. 
We will also have the Storytellers 
Network’s and The Lower 
Columbia Woodcarvers sharing 
their holiday tales and wonderful 
carvings with visitors again this 
year. So mark your calendars for 
Sunday, December 4th and join the 
fun at our Winter Festival open 

house from 
12:00 pm until 
4:00 pm. The 
event is free 
but children 
must be 
accompanied 
by an adult.  
Be sure not to 
miss it!
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President’s Message

Greetings all,
 
Winter holidays are just around 
the corner, which means we are 
in the sunset of 2022. So too is 
my two-year term as president 
of the Cowlitz County Historical 
Society board.
 
Luckily, December will be a 
bright spot in the museum’s 
schedule, with the return of 
festivities curtailed by COVID. 
Looking back on the Board’s accomplishments over the 
past two years, I count our resolve and constitution as 
foremost, and that sense of pride should be extended to all 
of you at home reading this. Thank you for your continued 
support of the Museum.
 
In his Director’s message on page 3, Joseph shared from the 
Museum’s revised mission statement, which was the result 
of our strategic planning effort this past summer. Now, I 
would like to share with you our revised vision statement:
 
“We envision a region of communities that values 
the unique cultures of the past and present through 
education, collaboration, and celebration.”
    
It is in this spirit that I leave you with this call to action – 
join us, in achieving our vision. There are many ways to 
help us educate our community, collaborate with partners, 
and, perhaps most importantly, celebrate our unique 
cultures. Whether you choose to volunteer, donate, or 
advocate, I encourage you to be a participant in whatever 
way is best for you.
  
And, as I end every message with this reminder, you can 
always stop by the Cowlitz County Historical Museum. 
It is open Tuesday through Saturday, 10am to 4pm, and 
admission is always free. I hope to see you there, along 
with the Board’s new president, in the sunrise of 2023.

Best,
Nick Fazio
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We have been fortunate to have such a beautiful, 
warm, and sunny, start to the fall season.  As 
we transition into the cool and wet season, I 
wish to invite you to visit the museum if you 
have not visited in some time.  We are excited to 
bring back our signature holiday event, Winter 
Festival, after a two-year hiatus due to the 
pandemic.  We hosted two successful children’s 
holiday activity bag giveaways from our parking 
lot during this time and are grateful for our 
partners in this event, the Children’s Discovery 
Museum, and the YMCA.  The museum will 
once again be decorated in holiday flair for this 
year’s Winter Festival which is scheduled for 
Sunday, December 4 from Noon-4pm.  We are 
excited to bring this event back and look forward 
to welcoming our membership and local families 
to this joyous event!
  
We have two facilities projects scheduled 
this winter and spring at the museum, one is 
our HVAC replacement and the other is the 
collections storage shelving upgrade.  Due to 
the construction in early 2023, there may be a 
temporary museum closure while the contractors 
make the necessary upgrades to our museum.  
We will be sure to post any closures once the 
installation work is scheduled. The collections 
storage project will add much needed space in 
our capacity to care for the 16,000+ objects in 
our collection.  Storage (or lack of storage to put 
it more accurately) is a common issue to most 
museums.  When this project is completed, we 
will have movable storage shelving that slides on 
tracks and make efficient use of space currently 
occupied by the several aisles in storage room 
#10, one of the museum’s largest storage 
rooms.  The CCHS Board drafted a revised 
mission statement during our Strategic Planning 
Workshop, which in part, states that the museum 
“stewards, preserves, and shares the physical 
and cultural heritage of our community.”  The 
collections storage shelving project will support 
this core mission component as preservation 

Museum Director’s Message
and protection of 
artifacts and archives 
support other 
essential functions 
such as exhibits, 
youth education, and 
public programming.  
Early next year you 
will hear about 
opportunities how 
you can be involved 
in supporting this 
critical component to enhancing the Museum’s 
ability to deliver on its commitment to our 
community and mission.
  
We are most grateful to the past support of our 
members and community over the years to 
ensure the Cowlitz County Historical Museum 
remains one of the best treasures and resources 
of local history in our community.  For those who 
have already contributed to our 2022 Annual 
Fund Drive, thank you for your generosity, and 
for those who have yet to contribute, we are 
grateful for any contribution you can make to 
support our museum.

Happy Holidays!

Joseph Govednik, Museum Director
Cowlitz County Historical Museum

We are so grateful for all who have given to 
our Annual Fund Drive thus far this year.  If 
you have not yet responded to our appeal, 
please consider the Museum in your annual 
giving this year to support the impactful 
programming and historical stewardship 
we provide to our community.  Thank you 
for your consideration and support.

ANNUAL FUND DRIVE
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With the holiday season right around the corner, 
it’s time to start thinking about gifts for friends 
and family. We have some great ideas to get you 
started! 

Next year is Longview’s birthday and to celebrate 
we have Jim Tweedie’s The Long-Bell Story for 
adults and Donna Howard’s Bright-Eyes, Bushy-
Tail, and the Nutty Narrows Bridge for children. 
Train enthusiast will love Nils Huxtable’s 
Waiting for the Light and Dale Peterka’s Rails of 
the Northwest: Though Time. 

For those who might enjoy a tidbit of local history 
about the beer business, we have Washington 
Beer: A Heady History of Evergreen State 
Brewing by Michael F. Rizzo. Civil War history 
buffs may be interested in All for the Union: The 
saga of one northern family fighting the Civil 
War by John A. Simpson, based on 180 family 
letters found here in Kelso. Or perhaps you know 
someone who prefers Lewis and Clark History. 
They would undoubtedly enjoy Dispatches from 
the Discovery Trail: A Layman’s Lewis & Clark 
by Michael O. Perry, expanded from his well 
enjoyed column of the same name in the Columbia 
River Reader. Or they 
may like David L. 
Nicandri’s Lewis 
& Clark Reframed: 
Examining Ties to 
Cook, Vancouver, and 
Mackenzie which 
puts the expedition 
in its wider historical 
context. A unique look 
at American cultural 
history can be found 
in Flappers 2 Rappers: 
American Youth Slang 
by Tom Dalzell. 

We also have an assortment of cookbooks to suit 
all culinary cravings. For instance, there’s Cast 
Iron Cooking: Inside & Out, The Plank Grilling 
Cookbook, PEANUTBUTTER: 101 recipes, Soup 
Pot Genius with five starter recipes & 30 varieties, 
and A First Cookbook for Children which is both 
color and cookbook. 

Outdoor enthusiasts will enjoy Hiking 
Washington or Hiking the Columbia River Gorge 
from Falcon Guides. Your favorite farmers might 
like The Chicken Keepers Journal. 

Our creative and crafty folks can choose between 
Origami You Can Use by Rick Beech, Make your 
Own Plush Pals by Victoria Maderna, or My first 
Knitting Book by Hildegarde Deuzo.
 
Be sure to check out our considerable collection of 
adult and children coloring books, as well as die-
cast pencil sharpeners, bookmarks, magnets, tops, 
and much more for the whole family. Finally, don’t 
forget about gift memberships to the Museum. It’s 
a gift that continues to give all year long with our 
Historical Quarterlies, newsletters, and 10% off in 
the museum store. Happy Holidays! 

Holiday Shopping
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From the Collections Room, November 2022
Fall is in full swing 
and the donations 
keep on coming.  
Since last report we 
have received:  an 8 
mm film projector; 
some Longview 
City Council 
items/scrapbooks; 
a Cowlitz 
Dairymen’s 
Association cottage 
cheese carton; some 
color postcards 
from the 1960s; a 
menu from Irby’s 
Drive-In restaurant; 
more Mt. St. Helens 
aftermath photos; 
and some photos 
of the Pacific Straw, 
Paper, and Board 
mill in Longview.  
The biggest things 
to arrive in the last few months, however, are 
some bound volumes of the Cowlitz County 
Advocate.

The Museum’s newspaper collection is heavily 
weighted towards the Longview, Kelso, and 
Kalama newspapers, with a few years of 
Woodland’s Lewis River News thrown in as well.  
For Castle Rock, we had 3 full years of the Castle 
Rock Independent (1917-1919), but only one bound 
volume and 46 individual issues of the Cowlitz 
County Advocate, which was Cowlitz County’s 
longest continuously running newspaper.

The Advocate was started on July 3rd, 1886 in 
Castle Rock, but after less than a year moved to 
Kalama, where they stayed until 1889, when the 
publisher relocated back to Castle Rock.  The 
Advocate kept going until October 1999, when it 
ended in its 114th year.

The bound volumes we just received, from 

1963 through 
1989, are from the 
publishing tenure 
of Alan Thompson.  
In addition to 
the Advocate, 
Thompson 
also published, 
for a time, the 
Wahkiakum County 
Eagle, and later 
another newspaper 
in the Puget Sound 
area.  Thompson 
was also one 
of Cowlitz and 
Wahkiakum 
County’s state 
representatives 
in the Legislature 
from 1965 to 1982, 
and a State Senator 
from 1982 to 1986.  
While in legislative 

session, many of the publishing duties fell to 
Alan’s wife Barbara.

An especially popular feature of the Advocate 
was its “Looking Back” section, in which small 
news stories from past editions (10, 20, 30, etc. 
years ago) were published to give readers a sense 
of what was going on way back when.

Not only does this acquisition help bridge a 
newspaper gap in our collection, but it will help 
us identify some of the thousands of Advocate 
photographs we got in 2015 when the Castle 
Rock Exhibit Hall closed.  Those photographs are 
still being scanned and, while many are at least 
semi-identified (date and subject), it would be 
nice to put names to the people in the photos.

We thank all those who have donated items to 
help us preserve our history.  If you have items 
which could help us tell the stories of Cowlitz 
County, please contact us.

The bound volumes of the Advocate we just received allowed us to 
identify	this	photo	(2015.0035.1306.0001)	as	Jack	Pendergraft	of	
Centralia,	weighing	his	bucket	of	smelt	on	the	banks	of	the	Cowlitz	
River at Castle Rock, to make sure he was under the 20 pound 
limit.		The	photo	was	published	on	the	front	page	of	the	February	
3,	1988	edition	and	was	accompanied	by	stories	of	outrage	 from	
the	local	community	about	state	Fish	and	Game’s	imposition	of	a	
$3.50	smelt	fishing	fee.
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Cowlitz Trails Project materials at the Museum
In August the Cowlitz 
County Historic Preservation 
Commission completed their 
state grant-funded project 
on the Cowlitz Trail, the 
prehistoric and historic 
passage in and along the 
Cowlitz River through 
Cowlitz County.  The project 
produced four 
informational flyers – 
“Southwest Washington 
Geology”, “Across the 
Mountains Connections”, 
“Settler Era 1840-1873”, and 
“Pacific Highway” – which 
are available to the public on 
the Museum’s “freebie” table 
in the atrium.  In addition 
to the flyers, three short 

videos were produced for 
the project, and they will be 

available to watch on the 
museum’s website.

Give More 24! Report
This year the Museum was pleased to participate 
in the Give More 24! Fundraiser.  Give More 24! 
is a 24-hour online giving marathon for over 
200 organizations throughout our region. This 
year on September 22 southwest Washington 
united in giving to the nonprofit organizations 
that help our communities thrive. The Museum 
is delighted to be included in this event and 
grateful to have received such generous support.
 
This year marks the Museum’s first Give More 
24! campaign. We are pleased to report that 
we received a total of $3,625 from 13 donors 
generously including us in their giving. Every 
gift through the Give More 24! campaign to the 
Museum this year was dedicated to specifically 
support the regional history education programs 
that we bring to classrooms at no cost to 
local schools. The Museum offers curriculum 
enhancement to schools throughout Cowlitz 
County. Every year the museum’s Traveling 
Trunk program brings local history to hundreds 
of school children in our community, enriching 

our youth’s understanding of regional history. 
We are so thankful for your generosity in giving 
to this campaign.
 
Looking forward to next year, the Museum will 
participate in Give More 24!, which recently 
announced its plans to combine with GiveBIG, 
a statewide giving campaign that inspires all of 
Washington to invest in their communities. 
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GIFT MEMBERSHIP FORM

The Cowlitz County Historical Society was founded in 1949 to discover, preserve, and interpret the 
history of Cowlitz County and Southwest Washington for the public’s education and enjoyment.

THE RECIPIENT OF YOUR GIFT will receive the Cowlitz Historical Quarterly and 
historical society newsletters and invitations to special Museum events, as well as a 10% 
discount on all items sold in the Museum store as well as a 20% savings on custom printed 
photos from our collection. Our gift members are also eligible for a discounted membership in 
the Washington State Historical Society.

A membership in the Cowlitz County Historical Society makes a great gift! If you would like 
to buy a membership for a friend or family member, please fill in the information below.

YES, I/we would like to support the Cowlitz County Historical Society by giving a gift membership!

Enclosed is $____________ for the membership category indicated below. (Please check one box)

Give a gift membership to the COWLITZ COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY!

☐ General Membership .................................. $40
☐ Sustaining Membership ............................ $100
☐ Benefactor Membership ............................ $150
☐ Sponsor Membership ................................ $500
☐ Life Membership ..................................... $1,500

Your Name ________________________________________  Phone _______________________  Date ______________

Address  ____________________________________________________  E-mail  ________________________________

Please make checks payable to: Cowlitz County Historical Society • 405 Allen Street • Kelso WA 98626

☐ Check enclosed                             ☐ Visa/Mastercard    Visa/MC # ______________________________________

Amount Enclosed $__________       Exp. Date ___________Signature  ________________________________________

Gift Member’s Name __________________________________________________  Phone ____________________  

Address  ________________________________________________________________________________________

When it is time to renew this gift membership, would you like the renewal notice sent to: ☐ Yourself    ☐Your Gift Member

For gift memberships at the Sustaining Level 
or higher, the recipient will also receive free 
admission to all NARM-affiliated museums, 
Visit http://narmassociation.org 
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 CALENDAR
December 4th	from	12pm	to	4pm:	“Winter	Festival”	–	
Free	Open	House	Family	Event

January 5th at 7pm: First Thursday “Staff Picks 
from the 2022 Collections” 

February 2nd at 7pm: First Thursday “History 
of the Cowlitz County Jail” featuring Marin Fox, 
Cowlitz County Corrections Director

Calendar of Events – Winter 2022 

New museum QR codes below


